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116: Assessing
President Obama's
National Security
Strategy

President Obama's National Security
Strategy (NSS), released in 2010, marked a
significant shift in American
counterterrorism policy. Security documents,
including Volume 116 (a hypothetical
volume for illustrative purposes - no such
officially numbered volume exists publicly),
would undoubtedly contain detailed
analyses of this strategy's impact on
counterterrorism efforts globally. This article
delves into the likely themes of such
hypothetical commentary, focusing on the
strategy's approach to terrorism, its
effectiveness, and its lasting legacy. We will
explore key areas like counterterrorism
strategies, the role of drone strikes, the
emphasis on counterinsurgency, and
international cooperation as they likely
featured within such an analytical volume.
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Obama's Counterterrorism
Approach: A Shift in
Paradigm

Obama's NSS represented a departure from
the Bush administration's "war on terror"
approach. While acknowledging the
continued threat of terrorism, the strategy
emphasized a more nuanced and targeted
response. This involved a greater focus on:

e Targeted killings: The use of drone
strikes and other targeted operations
increased significantly under Obama,
a practice that would have received
significant attention in any analysis
within Volume 116. This element
would undoubtedly have been
scrutinized for its effectiveness, its
unintended consequences, and its
ethical implications. The commentary
would likely have included debates on
the legal and moral aspects of
targeted killings, particularly regarding
civilian casualties.

e Counterinsurgency (COIN)
operations: Recognizing the link
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Obama administration invested
heavily in counterinsurgency
operations, particularly in Afghanistan
and Irag. Volume 116 would likely
have assessed the success and
failures of these COIN strategies,
examining the effectiveness of nation-
building efforts and the long-term
impact on security. Detailed analysis
of the Afghan and Iraqi situations,
along with their implications for
regional stability, would have been
key components.

¢ International cooperation: The
strategy stressed the importance of
international partnerships in
combating terrorism. Volume 116's
commentary would have analyzed the
effectiveness of collaborations with
allies in intelligence sharing, military
operations, and counter-terrorism
financing efforts. The document would
likely evaluate the successes and
challenges faced in forging such
partnerships and achieving global
consensus on counterterrorism.
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Assessing the
Effectiveness of Obama's
Strategy: A Critical
Analysis

Any comprehensive assessment in a
hypothetical Volume 116 would have
included a critical evaluation of the
effectiveness of Obama's counterterrorism
strategy. This would necessitate examining:

* The decline of Al-Qaeda: While Al-
Qaeda's core leadership was
weakened significantly under Obama's
tenure, the rise of ISIS (ISIL) presented
a new and significant challenge. A
hypothetical Volume 116 would have
addressed this paradox, analyzing the
factors that contributed to Al-Qaeda's
decline and the emergence of ISIS.
This section would likely engage with
the debate surrounding whether the
strategy successfully addressed the
root causes of terrorism.

¢ The rise of ISIS: The rapid rise of
ISIS, seizing territory and establishing

a self-proclaimed caliphate, would
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commentary would have examined
the effectiveness (or lack thereof) of
the Obama administration's response
to ISIS, including the use of air strikes,
support for local partners, and the
broader regional strategy. This would
include an assessment of the human
cost and the unintended
consequences of the military
interventions.

e The impact of drone strikes: The
widespread use of drone strikes
remains a controversial aspect of
Obama's counterterrorism legacy.
Volume 116 would have likely included
extensive analysis of the effectiveness
of drone strikes in neutralizing
terrorist threats while minimizing
civilian casualties. The commentary
may have included statistical data on
target accuracy, civilian casualties,
and long-term effects on local
populations, drawing on various
sources and methodologies.

Long-Term Implications
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and Future Challenges: A
Legacy of
Counterterrorism

Obama's legacy on counterterrorism
extends far beyond his presidency. A
hypothetical Volume 116 would undoubtedly
address the enduring challenges faced by
subsequent administrations, including:

e The evolving nature of terrorism:
The rise of non-state actors,
decentralized terrorist networks, and
the increasing use of technology by
terrorist groups posed significant new
challenges. Volume 116 would have
discussed the adaptability of the
Obama administration's strategy to
these evolving threats and the need
for ongoing adaptation.

e The role of technology: The use of
social media for propaganda and
recruitment, along with the potential
for cyberattacks, presented a new
battleground. Volume 116 would likely
have addressed the challenges of
combating terrorism in the digital age
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U.S. government to address such
threats.

¢ The need for comprehensive
strategies: The commentary would
underscore the importance of
addressing the root causes of
terrorism - poverty, political
instability, and social injustice -
alongside military and intelligence
operations. This section might have
examined the extent to which
Obama's strategy embraced this
holistic approach and evaluated its
success.

Conclusion: A Complex
and Contested Legacy

Assessing President Obama's national
security strategy and its impact on
counterterrorism efforts is a complex
undertaking. A hypothetical Volume 116,
filled with detailed analyses and
commentary, would undoubtedly reveal both
successes and failures. While the Obama
administration made significant strides in
weakening Al-Qaeda and disrupting terrorist
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the limitations of any single strategy. The
long-term implications of his approach,
including the ethical debates surrounding
drone strikes and the ongoing struggle to
prevent the rise of new extremist groups,
continue to shape global security
discussions.

FAQ

Q1: What were the primary criticisms of
Obama's counterterrorism strategy?

A1l: Key criticisms included the reliance on
drone strikes, raising ethical concerns about
civilian casualties and the potential for
fueling anti-American sentiment. The
effectiveness of counterinsurgency
strategies in Afghanistan and Iraq was also
debated, with some arguing that nation-
building efforts were insufficient or poorly
executed. The perceived lack of a clear
strategy to deal with the rise of ISIS was
another significant point of criticism.

Q2: How did Obama's strategy differ
from the Bush administration's
approach?
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Bush administration's "war on terror"
framing, favoring a more targeted and
nuanced approach. This included a greater
emphasis on targeted killings,
counterinsurgency operations, and
international cooperation, while also seeking
to avoid large-scale military interventions
where possible. The legal and ethical
considerations surrounding counterterrorism
were given more prominence.

Q3: What role did international
cooperation play in Obama's
counterterrorism strategy?

A3: International cooperation was a
cornerstone of Obama's strategy. The
administration worked closely with allies to
share intelligence, conduct joint military
operations, and combat terrorist financing.
However, challenges arose in achieving
complete consensus and coordinating
actions among diverse nations with varying
interests and capabilities.

Q4: What were the long-term
consequences of Obama's use of drone
strikes?
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they may have effectively neutralized some
terrorist threats, they also raised concerns
about civilian casualties, the potential for
fueling anti-American sentiment, and the
legal and ethical implications of targeted
killings. These consequences are still being
studied and analyzed.

Q5: How did Obama's strategy address
the root causes of terrorism?

A5: While Obama's strategy prioritized
direct action against terrorist groups, it also
acknowledged the need to address the root
causes of terrorism. However, critics argue
that the administration did not dedicate
sufficient resources or attention to tackling
issues like poverty, political instability, and
social injustice, which can contribute to the
rise of extremism.

Q6: Did Obama's strategy successfully
contain the spread of terrorism?

AG6: The success of Obama's

counterterrorism strategy in containing the

spread of terrorism is a complex and

contested issue. While Al-Qaeda's core

leadership was significantly weakened, the
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new extremist groups and the evolving
nature of terrorism itself present ongoing
challenges.

Q7: What lessons can be learned from
Obama's counterterrorism strategy?

A7: Key lessons include the importance of a
nuanced and adaptable strategy, the
necessity of addressing both immediate
threats and the root causes of terrorism, the
ethical considerations surrounding targeted
killings, and the significance of international
cooperation. The limitations of solely military
solutions and the need for comprehensive
approaches are also crucial takeaways.

Q8: What future research is needed to
better understand the impact of
Obama's counterterrorism policy?

A8: Future research should focus on in-
depth analysis of the long-term
consequences of drone strikes, a more
detailed examination of the effectiveness of
counterinsurgency strategies, and a
thorough investigation into the impact of the
Obama administration's efforts on the rise of
new extremist groups. Further research on
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causes of terrorism is also needed.

Terrorism Commentary on Security
Documents Volume 116: Assessing President
Obama's National Security Strategy

Introduction:

Deconstructing President Barack Obama's
national security strategy, as documented in
Security Documents Volume 116, requires a
thorough consideration of its methodology to
combating terrorism. This penetrating
examination will probe into the document's
key tenets, highlighting both its strengths
and its shortcomings. We will examine how
the Obama administration characterized the
terrorist threat, the instruments it used to
combat it, and the enduring consequence of
its policies on global security. The discussion
will center on the intricate interaction
between domestic and international
strategies, acknowledging the innate
challenges in navigating this sensitive
equilibrium.

Main Discussion:

Security Documents Volume 116, a
Tertmtisnp @somedr jade @i Stwi Oyebecuments
Volume 116 Assessing President Obamas
National Security Strategy
13



Terrorism Commentary On Security Documents Volume 116
Assessing President Obamas National Security Strategy

administration's integrated strategy towards
terrorism. A central theme running through
this strategy was the movement away from
a solely forceful method towards a more
comprehensive approach that combined
diplomatic, economic, and data-gathering
activities. This echoed a broader recognition
that armed action alone was inadequate to
eliminate terrorist networks.

Obama's strategy highlighted the
importance of strengthening partner nations'
potential to combat terrorism within their
own borders. This included supplying
education, supplies, and financial assistance.
The strategy also placed significant
importance on opposing terrorist principles
and tackling the underlying origins of
terrorism, such as poverty, disparity, and
governmental unrest.

Nevertheless, the Obama administration's
strategy wasn't without its opponents. Some
asserted that its dependence on diplomatic
resolutions was too passive and failed to
adequately address the immediate threat
posed by specific terrorist networks. Others
criticized the air program, pointing to
concerns about innocent casualties and the

lawful consequences of such targeted
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killings. Furthermore, the rise of ISIS during
Obama's second term tested the
effectiveness of the administration's
counter-terrorism strategy. The group's swift
territorial gains in Iraq and Syria
demonstrated the limitations of relying
solely on local partners and the necessity for
a more strong and immediate answer.

Conclusion:

President Obama's national security
strategy, as represented in our hypothetical
Security Documents Volume 116, illustrated
a significant deviation from previous
administrations' approaches to counter-
terrorism. While its attention on a more
multifaceted strategy, incorporating
diplomatic and development projects, was
commendable, its performance faced
considerable difficulties. The arrival of ISIS
and ongoing debates surrounding the use of
drone strikes emphasize the complex nature
of counter-terrorism and the continuing
necessity to adjust strategies in reaction to
shifting threats. In the end, a thorough grasp
of Obama's strategy necessitates a incisive
evaluation of both its successes and its
failures.
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ):

1. Q: What was the main criticism of
Obama's counter-terrorism strategy?

A: A major criticism was that its reliance on
diplomatic solutions and empowering local
partners was insufficient to effectively
counter rapidly evolving terrorist threats,
particularly the rise of ISIS.

2. Q: How did Obama's strategy differ
from previous administrations?

A: Obama's strategy shifted away from a
solely military approach, integrating
diplomatic, economic, and intelligence
efforts to combat terrorism and address its
underlying causes.

3. Q: What role did drone strikes play in
Obama's counter-terrorism policy?

A: Drone strikes were a significant
component, but they were also highly
controversial due to concerns over civilian
casualties and legal implications.

4. Q: Did Obama's strategy achieve its
objectives?
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A: The success of Obama's strategy is a
complex issue with varied perspectives.
While it prevented some large-scale attacks
and degraded certain terrorist organizations,
the rise of ISIS and other challenges
demonstrate its limitations.

5. Q: What lessons can be learned from
assessing Obama's counter-terrorism
strategy?

A: The need for adaptable, multifaceted
strategies; the importance of addressing
underlying causes of terrorism; the ethical
and legal complexities of counter-terrorism
tactics; and the limitations of solely relying
on local partners are key lessons learned.
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