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James Kendrick's March 2009
Publication
The 1980s witnessed a seismic shift in American cinema, a period characterized
by a dramatic increase in on-screen violence. This surge wasn't merely a
quantitative change; it represented a qualitative transformation in how violence
was portrayed, its purpose, and its impact on audiences. James Kendrick's March
2009 publication (the exact title and publication details are unfortunately
unavailable, limiting precise referencing) likely explored this pivotal era,
analyzing the trends, motivations, and consequences of this cinematic
bloodbath. This article examines the key elements of this period, focusing on the
themes likely covered in Kendrick's work, analyzing the rise of ultra-violence in
80s movies, the impact of specific directors and films, and the cultural context
that fueled this trend. Keywords relevant to this analysis include: 1980s action
movies, violent cinema, Hollywood film violence, cultural context of
violence, and James Kendrick film criticism.
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The Rise of Ultra-Violence: A New Era of
Cinematic Bloodshed
The 1980s saw a significant departure from the often-stylized violence of
previous decades. While films of the 1970s, for instance, often incorporated
violence for thematic purposes (e.g., the gritty realism of *Taxi Driver*), the
1980s brought forth a new breed of ultra-violence, characterized by its graphic
nature and often gratuitous display. This shift can be attributed to several
factors: the rise of the action hero, a desensitization to violence in society, and
the changing landscape of film production and distribution. The success of films
like *Rambo: First Blood Part II* and *Die Hard* demonstrated the box office
appeal of extreme action sequences, influencing subsequent productions to
follow suit. Kendrick's analysis likely delved into the reasons behind this shift,
possibly exploring the economic incentives that rewarded spectacle over
substance.
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Key Players and Defining Films: Shaping the
Landscape of Violent Cinema
Several directors played a crucial role in shaping the aesthetic and thematic
landscape of 1980s violent cinema. Names like John McTiernan (*Die Hard*),
James Cameron (*Terminator*), and Paul Verhoeven (*RoboCop*) immediately
come to mind. These directors, through their unique styles and approaches to
violence, pushed boundaries and created iconic films that defined the decade.
Their films explored themes of social commentary, political intrigue, and
technological anxieties, often wrapped in a package of intense, sometimes
excessive, violence. Kendrick's work may have analyzed the directorial choices,
their artistic intentions, and the societal reflections evident in their portrayals of
violence. For example, the satirical violence of *RoboCop* might have been a
central point of discussion, contrasting it with the more straightforward action-
oriented violence of *Rambo*.
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The Cultural Context: Reflecting and Shaping
Societal Attitudes
The rise of violence in 1980s cinema didn't occur in a vacuum. The decade was
marked by significant social and political changes, including the Cold War,
escalating drug use, and a rising crime rate. These factors created a cultural
climate where violence, both real and fictional, became increasingly prevalent.
Kendrick's analysis likely explored the complex interplay between the onscreen
violence and the realities of the time, considering whether films reflected
existing anxieties or helped to shape them. The Reagan era, with its emphasis
on military strength and a "just war" ideology, may have also influenced the
portrayal of violence on screen, potentially contributing to a more celebratory
and less critical approach.
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Impact and Legacy: A Lasting Influence on
Hollywood
The cinematic bloodshed of the 1980s had a lasting impact on Hollywood. The
stylistic choices and narrative conventions established during this period
continue to influence action and thriller films today. The genre conventions of
the 80s action movie, with its iconic hero, over-the-top violence, and morally
unambiguous conflicts, continue to be revisited and reinterpreted. Kendrick's
work likely examined the legacy of this era, assessing its enduring influence and
considering the extent to which the violence of the 1980s continues to shape
contemporary filmmaking. The oversaturation of violence in modern action
movies can be partially traced back to the precedent set in this pivotal decade.

Conclusion: A Critical Examination of Cinematic
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Violence
James Kendrick's work, had it been readily available for direct referencing, would
undoubtedly provide valuable insight into the complex and multifaceted
phenomenon of violence in 1980s American cinema. By examining the films,
directors, and cultural context of this era, we can better understand the reasons
behind the surge in on-screen violence and its lasting impact on the cinematic
landscape. The study of this period serves as a reminder of the powerful
influence of film on society and the ongoing conversation about the
representation and consequences of violence in popular culture.

FAQ: Unpacking the Violence of 1980s
Hollywood
Q1: Was the violence in 1980s films simply gratuitous, or did it serve a
purpose?
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A1: While some instances were undoubtedly gratuitous, much of the violence
served specific narrative and thematic functions. It could be used to create
suspense, advance the plot, establish character traits, or comment on social
issues. The purpose varied from film to film, requiring careful analysis to
understand the director's intentions.

Q2: How did the rating system influence the depiction of violence in
these films?

A2: The rating system played a significant role. The emergence of the R rating
allowed filmmakers to push boundaries, resulting in more graphic and intense
violence. This created a dynamic where filmmakers were incentivized to
incorporate more violence to attract a target audience and maximize box office
potential.

Q3: Did the rise of home video contribute to the increase in on-screen
violence?

A3: The rise of home video certainly played a role. With increased access to
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films through VHS rentals and purchases, the audience for violent films
expanded, creating more demand. This increased demand, in turn, influenced
production decisions.

Q4: What impact did the 1980s portrayal of violence have on
subsequent decades of filmmaking?

A4: The 1980s established many conventions that still influence action and
thriller films today. The style of violence, the archetype of the action hero, and
the use of special effects all continue to shape modern filmmaking, though with
increasing nuance and critical reflection.

Q5: How did the political climate of the 1980s influence the
representation of violence in film?

A5: The Cold War and Reagan-era politics likely influenced the depiction of
violence in films. The glorification of military might and a "just war" ideology
might have contributed to a less critical representation of violence, particularly
in action movies with patriotic themes.
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Q6: Did the increased violence in films lead to a desensitization among
audiences?

A6: This is a complex and debated topic. While some argue that increased
exposure to onscreen violence leads to desensitization, others claim that the
effect is less straightforward and depends on various factors, including
individual viewer characteristics and the context of the violence portrayed.

Q7: How did the 1980s' violent films differ from those of previous
decades?

A7: While violence existed in earlier decades, the 1980s witnessed a significant
increase in both the quantity and the graphic nature of violence. It moved away
from stylized portrayals towards more realistic (or hyper-realistic) depictions,
often aiming for a visceral impact on viewers.

Q8: What are some films that best exemplify the trends discussed in
this article?
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A8: *Die Hard*, *Rambo: First Blood Part II*, *RoboCop*, *Terminator*,
*Predator*, and *Lethal Weapon* are excellent examples of films that
encapsulate the themes of ultra-violence and heightened action sequences
prevalent in 1980s American cinema. Each showcases different facets of the
trend, making them worthy subjects for further study.

Hollywood Bloodshed: Violence in 1980s American Cinema – A Look at James
Kendrick's March 2009 Publication

The period of the 1980s left an unforgettable mark on American civilization, and
nowhere is this more evident than in its cinema. While the vibrant decade
spawned iconic pictures across various genres, a pervasive element running
through many was an escalation in the portrayal of brutal violence. James
Kendrick's March 2009 study on this event provides a insightful examination of
this trend, exploring its origins and its influence on both the field and American
public. This piece will explore the central themes of Kendrick's piece and
consider its importance even today.
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Kendrick's work likely argues that the increased representation of violence in
1980s films wasn't a accidental happening, but rather a complex result of
multiple factors. One prominent influence was the loosening of regulation
guidelines. The Motion Picture Association of America's (MPAA) rating system,
while attempting to guide parental choices, arguably enabled for a greater
degree of on-screen violence. This created a environment where filmmakers
were more prepared to push the boundaries of tolerable content.

Another critical element Kendrick's work probably highlights is the evolving
socio-political landscape of the 1980s. The decade was marked by increased
anxieties concerning crime, and the movies often mirrored these worries. Action
films, in specifically, became a dominant genre, frequently featuring extreme
levels of violence as a plot device. Examples like "Die Hard" (1988) and "Rambo:
First Blood Part II" (1985) are frequently cited to demonstrate this trend.

Kendrick likely also explores the impact of technological progresses on the
depiction of violence. The use of more sophisticated special effects allowed
cinematographers to create more graphic and intense depictions of gore, further
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obscuring the lines between fantasy and fact.

Furthermore, the work likely considers the impact of this flood of on-screen
violence on culture. Did it inure spectators? Did it lead to an escalation in real-
world aggression? These are complex problems that require thorough
consideration, and Kendrick's analysis undoubtedly provides essential
observations on these discussions.

In conclusion, James Kendrick's March 2009 article on violence in 1980s
American cinema offers a important and persuasive examination of a significant
cultural occurrence. By analyzing the interaction between socio-political
contexts, technological developments, and industry procedures, Kendrick's
analysis helps us to understand the complex connection between screen
violence and its influence on American public.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ):

1. Q: What is the main argument of Kendrick's work?



Hollywood Bloodshed Violence In 1980s American Cinema Author James Kendrick
Published On March 2009

Hollywood Bloodshed Violence In 1980s American Cinema Author James Kendrick Published On March 2009
14

A: Kendrick's work likely argues that the increased violence in 1980s films
resulted from a confluence of factors, including relaxed censorship, a changing
socio-political landscape reflecting anxieties about crime, and advancements in
special effects technology.

2. Q: Did the increase in on-screen violence lead to increased real-world
violence?

A: This is a complex and controversial question. Kendrick's work probably
examines this connection but doesn't necessarily offer a definitive answer. The
relationship between media violence and real-world violence is a subject of
ongoing research and discussion.

3. Q: How does Kendrick’s work contribute to our knowledge of 1980s
cinema?

A: Kendrick's work provides a valuable point of view on a defining characteristic
of 1980s American cinema: its portrayal of bloodshed. It places this pattern
within its cultural context and examines its impact.
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4. Q: Where can I find Kendrick's article?

A: The specific place of Kendrick's March 2009 publication would require further
research. Academic databases and repositories specializing in film criticism are
potential starting locations.
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