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1966 Honda CL160 Service
Manual: Your Guide to
Classic Motorcycle
Maintenance
The 1966 Honda CL160, a scrambler-style motorcycle
known for its reliability and classic design, remains a
popular choice for enthusiasts. Owning a classic bike like
this, however, requires a commitment to maintenance. This
is where a comprehensive 1966 Honda CL160 service
manual becomes indispensable. This article delves into the
importance of this manual, its features, how to use it
effectively, and addresses common questions regarding its
application. We'll explore topics like Honda CL160 parts,
carburetor adjustment, and engine maintenance,
providing a deep dive into the world of classic motorcycle
care.
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Understanding the Value of a 1966
Honda CL160 Service Manual
A well-maintained 1966 Honda CL160 can provide years of
enjoyment. But keeping it in top condition requires more
than just regular oil changes. A dedicated 1966 Honda
CL160 service manual acts as your bible, guiding you
through every aspect of maintenance and repair. It's more
than just a collection of diagrams; it's a pathway to
understanding the intricate workings of your machine. This
allows you to perform tasks ranging from simple
adjustments to more complex repairs, saving you
considerable money on professional mechanic fees.

### Key Benefits of Using a Service Manual:

Detailed Diagrams and Specifications: The
manual provides clear, detailed diagrams illustrating
the location and function of every part. This is crucial
for identifying components during repairs or
maintenance. It also includes precise specifications
for things like torque settings, ensuring you don't
damage your engine or other critical parts.
Step-by-Step Procedures: Instead of vague
instructions, the manual offers clear, sequential steps
for completing various maintenance tasks. This
minimizes the risk of errors and ensures you follow
the correct procedure. Whether you’re adjusting the
Honda CL160 carburetor or replacing a gasket, the
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manual provides the detailed guidance you need.
Troubleshooting Guidance: The manual often
includes troubleshooting sections, helping you
diagnose and solve problems efficiently. This
eliminates unnecessary guesswork and saves
valuable time.
Preventive Maintenance Schedules: Following the
recommended maintenance schedules outlined in the
manual is crucial for extending the life of your
motorcycle. This includes regular inspections,
lubrication, and part replacements, which can prevent
costly repairs down the line.
Understanding Your Machine: By working through
the manual, you gain a deeper understanding of your
motorcycle's mechanics. This empowers you to take
ownership of your machine and confidently handle
most maintenance and minor repair tasks.

How to Effectively Use Your 1966
Honda CL160 Service Manual
Successfully utilizing your 1966 Honda CL160 service
manual requires more than just flipping through its pages.
Here's a structured approach:

Locate the Specific Section: The manual is
organized logically, usually by system (engine,
carburetor, electrical, etc.). Find the section relevant
to the task at hand.
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Read Carefully: Before starting any work, read the
instructions thoroughly. Understand each step before
proceeding.
Gather Necessary Tools and Parts: The manual
often lists the necessary tools and replacement parts.
Gather these beforehand to avoid interruptions.
Work in a Clean, Well-Lit Area: Ensure you have a
clean and organized workspace with ample lighting.
This minimizes the risk of damaging parts or making
errors.
Take Your Time: Don't rush. Careful and methodical
work prevents mistakes and ensures a successful
outcome.
Refer to Diagrams: Use the diagrams to visualize
the procedure and locate components accurately.
Consult Online Resources: While the manual is
your primary resource, supplementary online
resources, forums, and videos can sometimes provide
additional context or clarify specific points.

Sourcing and Alternatives to the
Original Manual
Finding an original 1966 Honda CL160 service manual
can be challenging. Many classic motorcycle enthusiasts
utilize online marketplaces like eBay, or specialized
websites catering to vintage motorcycle parts and manuals.
If the original proves elusive, consider these alternatives:
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Digital Downloads: Many websites offer digital
downloads of service manuals, providing convenient
access on your computer or tablet.
Reprint Manuals: Some companies specialize in
reprinting classic motorcycle manuals, offering a high-
quality alternative to worn originals.
Similar Year Model Manuals: While not identical,
manuals for closely related Honda models from the
same era might provide helpful information. Always
compare diagrams carefully, however, to ensure
compatibility.

Common Maintenance Tasks
Detailed in the Manual
The 1966 Honda CL160 service manual covers a wide
array of maintenance tasks, but some of the most common
include:

Oil and Filter Changes: Regular oil changes are
critical for engine health. The manual details the
correct oil type and capacity.
Spark Plug Replacement: The manual guides you
through selecting the correct spark plug and replacing
it properly.
Carburetor Adjustment: Correct carburetor
adjustment is essential for optimal engine
performance. The manual details procedures for
adjusting the air-fuel mixture.
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Chain Adjustment and Lubrication: Proper chain
maintenance is crucial for preventing premature
wear. The manual explains how to adjust chain slack
and lubricate it properly.
Brake Inspection and Adjustment: Regular brake
inspections are vital for safety. The manual details
how to check brake pad wear and adjust brake cable
tension.

Conclusion
The 1966 Honda CL160 service manual is an invaluable
resource for any owner of this classic motorcycle. By
understanding its contents and using it effectively, you can
maintain your bike in optimal condition, extend its lifespan,
and significantly reduce repair costs. While sourcing the
original manual might require some effort, the rewards of
owning and utilizing this critical resource far outweigh the
challenges.

FAQ
Q1: Where can I find a 1966 Honda CL160 service
manual?

A1: Several online marketplaces like eBay, Amazon, and
specialized vintage motorcycle parts websites offer original
or reprinted manuals. Digital downloads are also available
from various sources. Always verify the seller's reputation
and the manual's authenticity before purchasing.
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Q2: Is it necessary to use the original manual?

A2: While an original manual is ideal, manuals from similar-
year Honda models can offer helpful guidance. Always
cross-reference information and ensure compatibility before
undertaking any repairs.

Q3: Can I perform all the maintenance myself?

A3: Many tasks described in the manual are manageable for
mechanically inclined individuals. However, some complex
repairs require specialized tools and expertise. Don't
hesitate to consult a professional mechanic for tasks you
are unsure about.

Q4: What if I encounter a problem not covered in the
manual?

A4: Online forums and communities dedicated to classic
Honda motorcycles can be valuable resources. You can
often find solutions to specific problems or connect with
experienced mechanics who can offer guidance.

Q5: How often should I perform maintenance tasks?

A5: The manual provides a recommended maintenance
schedule. Adhering to this schedule is crucial for
maintaining your motorcycle's performance and reliability.
Remember that environmental factors and riding conditions
may influence the frequency of certain maintenance tasks.
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Q6: What are some common problems with the 1966
Honda CL160?

A6: Common issues include carburetor problems (requiring
cleaning or adjustment as detailed in the manual), electrical
system faults (often due to aging components), and
potential chain and sprocket wear (requiring regular
lubrication and adjustment). The manual assists in
identifying and addressing these.

Q7: Are there any safety precautions I should always
follow?

A7: Always work in a well-ventilated area, wear appropriate
safety gear (including eye protection and gloves), and
disconnect the battery before working on the electrical
system. Refer to the manual for specific safety
recommendations for each procedure.

Q8: Can I modify my 1966 Honda CL160?

A8: Modifying your motorcycle is possible, but always
consult the manual and consider the implications for your
bike’s performance and reliability. Improper modifications
could void warranties (if applicable) and compromise safety.

Decoding the Mysteries: Your
Guide to the 1966 Honda CL160
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Service Manual
The era 1966 signaled a pivotal point in motorcycle annals.
Honda, previously producing waves in the global
marketplace with its revolutionary designs, launched the
CL160 Scrambler. This chic and competent machine quickly
earned a passionate following, and today, it remains a
coveted antique. Understanding its inner workings,
however, necessitates access to the right materials, namely
the 1966 Honda CL160 Service Manual. This guide serves as
the unlock to maintaining your beloved machine in peak
form.

This article dives into the significance of the 1966 Honda
CL160 Service Manual, describing its components and
offering practical tips on its employment. We'll explore how
this crucial document can aid you in performing everything
from periodic upkeep to intricate repairs.

Understanding the Contents: More Than Just a List of
Parts

The 1966 Honda CL160 Service Manual isn't just a
compilation of illustrations and details; it's a thorough guide
to the motorcycle's entire system. Think of it as a map to
the core of your machine. It typically includes:

Detailed Exploded Diagrams: These pictures
display every part of the motorcycle, allowing you to
identify each component and its connection to others.
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This is particularly helpful when taking apart or
putting back together components of the engine or
diverse systems.

Torque Specifications: The manual gives exact
torque values for each bolt and nut in the motorcycle.
This is critical to preventing damage to sensitive
components and ensuring the correct function of the
motorcycle's various systems. Incorrect torque can
lead to stripped threads or broken parts, costly
mistakes easily avoided with the manual.

Wiring Diagrams: The wiring circuitry of the CL160
is relatively simple, but the manual provides clear
diagrams to help you in tracing leads and locating
problems.

Maintenance Schedules: A crucial feature of the
manual is the service timetable. This describes
recommended intervals for routine upkeep duties,
aiding you to keep your CL160 in peak working form
and preventing major repairs.

Practical Application and Implementation Strategies

The success of using the 1966 Honda CL160 Service Manual
rests on appropriate usage. Here are some suggestions:

Gather the Right Tools: Before starting any work,
make sure you have the essential tools. The manual
usually specifies the necessary tools.
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Read the Instructions Carefully: Don't just scan
the directions. Spend your time to understand each
stage before you progress.

Work in a Clean and Well-Lit Area: A neat and
well-lit workspace will make the task simpler and
reduce the chance of mistakes.

Take Your Time: Don't rush. Meticulous endeavor is
vital to avoiding mistakes.

Consult Online Resources: While the manual is the
primary reference, additional information can be
found online through groups and websites dedicated
to antique Honda motorcycles.

Conclusion:

The 1966 Honda CL160 Service Manual is far more than just
a document; it’s the solution to releasing the capacity of
your vintage motorcycle. It’s an outlay that yields rewards
in the form of reliable operation, increased longevity, and
the satisfaction of realizing that you comprehend and can
care for your machine. By following its instructions, you can
ensure that your CL160 continues to provide years of
enjoyment.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ):

1. Where can I find a 1966 Honda CL160 Service
Manual? You can often find them on online marketplaces
like eBay, or through specialized motorcycle parts suppliers
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and vintage motorcycle parts websites. Some online
libraries may also have digital copies.

2. Are there different versions of the manual? Yes,
minor variations may exist depending on the region the
motorcycle was sold in.

3. Can I use a service manual from a different year?
While possible, it's not recommended. Differences in
components and specifications can lead to incorrect
procedures. Always strive for the correct year manual.

4. Is it necessary to use a service manual for simple
tasks? While simple tasks like oil changes might seem
straightforward, a manual will provide specific instructions
and torque specifications to ensure everything is done
correctly, helping prevent potential issues.

5. What if I can't find a service manual? Consider
contacting a vintage motorcycle club or a specialist
mechanic experienced with Honda CL160s. They might
have access to a manual or offer guidance.
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