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John Deere 71 Planter Plate Guide: A Comprehensive
Overview

The John Deere 71 planter is a workhorse in the agricultural world, known for its precision and efficiency. But even the
most robust machinery relies on its components functioning correctly, and understanding the nuances of the John Deere
71 planter plates is crucial for optimal performance. This comprehensive guide delves into the intricacies of these
plates, explaining their purpose, selection, usage, and troubleshooting. We'll also cover John Deere 71 planter plate
settings, John Deere 71 planter plate spacing, and how to achieve precise planting with the right plate for your
specific seed type.

Understanding John Deere 71 Planter Plates

The John Deere 71 planter plate guide is essential for anyone operating this planter. These plates are the heart of the
seed metering system, responsible for accurately dispensing seeds into the furrow. Each plate is specifically designed for
a particular seed type and size, considering factors such as seed shape, size variation, and the required planting
population. Using the incorrect plate can lead to inaccurate spacing, missed seeds, or multiple seeds in a single cell,
significantly impacting yield and profitability.

##+# Types of John Deere 71 Planter Plates

John Deere offers a wide variety of plates to accommodate diverse seed types. These plates are identified by numbers,
with each number representing a specific cell configuration designed for a particular seed size and shape. For example, a
plate designed for corn will have larger cells compared to a plate intended for soybeans. The John Deere 71 planter
plate chart, often found in the operator's manual or online, provides detailed information on which plate to use for each
seed type. This chart is crucial for ensuring proper seed placement and spacing.

Selecting the Correct John Deere 71 Planter Plate

Choosing the appropriate plate is critical for successful planting. Begin by identifying the seed type you’ll be planting.
Then, consult the John Deere 71 planter plate chart to determine the correct plate number. Pay close attention to the
cell size and shape; a plate with cells too small may damage seeds, while cells too large may allow multiple seeds per cell.
If you're unsure, contacting your local John Deere dealer is always recommended. They possess the expertise to guide you
toward the correct plate for optimal planting performance.

##+# Factors Affecting Plate Selection

Beyond seed type, several factors influence plate selection. Seed size variation is significant; uniform seed sizes are ideal
for consistent planting. However, reality often involves some variation. Consider using plates designed to accommodate
such variations. Soil conditions also play a role, as sticky or wet soil can affect seed flow through the plate.
Understanding these factors ensures you choose a plate that maximizes seed placement accuracy under varied
conditions. Improper plate selection can lead to uneven plant spacing, reduced germination rates, and ultimately, lower
yields.

Using and Maintaining John Deere 71 Planter Plates

Proper usage and maintenance prolong the life of your John Deere 71 planter plates and guarantee accurate planting.
Before each planting season, inspect the plates for damage, wear, or debris. Clean the plates thoroughly, removing any
accumulated soil, seeds, or other material that may obstruct seed flow. Regular lubrication is also crucial to ensure
smooth operation and prevent wear. Check your operator's manual for lubrication recommendations. Proper lubrication is
often overlooked, yet critical in preventing premature wear and tear.

Troubleshooting Common Issues with John Deere 71 Planter Plates

Despite careful selection and maintenance, issues can arise. One common problem is seed skipping or double planting.
This could indicate a worn or damaged plate, clogged cells, or incorrect settings. Inspect the plate for any damage and
clean it thoroughly. If the issue persists, check your planter's seed metering mechanism. Another issue is inconsistent
planting spacing. This may be caused by improper plate selection or problems with the planter's drive system. Regular
calibration and careful attention to detail are crucial for avoiding such issues. Accurate calibration using the proper John
Deere 71 planter plate settings is paramount.

Conclusion: Mastering the John Deere 71 Planter Plate

The John Deere 71 planter plates are integral to successful planting. Selecting the correct plate, coupled with proper
maintenance and regular inspection, ensures optimal planting performance and maximizes yield. Understanding the
intricacies of the John Deere 71 planter plate guide, the different plate types, and troubleshooting techniques allows



John Deere 71 Planter Plate Guide

farmers to optimize their operations and achieve consistently high-quality planting. By combining careful planning with
attention to detail, you can leverage the power of the John Deere 71 planter to its fullest potential.

FAQ: John Deere 71 Planter Plates

Q1: How often should I replace my John Deere 71 planter plates?

Al: Plate lifespan varies depending on usage and seed type. Regular inspection is key. Look for significant wear, bending,
or damage to the cells. Replace plates showing signs of significant wear to maintain accuracy and prevent planting
inconsistencies. Consult your operator's manual for recommended replacement intervals.

Q2: Can I use a John Deere 71 planter plate designed for one seed type for another?

A2: Generally, no. Each plate is designed for specific seed sizes and shapes. Using the wrong plate can result in poor seed
placement, damaged seeds, or inaccurate planting rates, leading to lower yields. Always refer to the John Deere 71
planter plate chart for the correct plate.

Q3: What should I do if my planter is skipping seeds?

A3: Seed skipping can be caused by several factors: a worn or damaged plate, clogged cells, incorrect settings, or issues
with the planter's drive system. First, inspect the plate for damage and clean it thoroughly. Then, check the planter's
settings and ensure proper lubrication. If the problem persists, seek professional assistance.

Q4: How do I determine the correct John Deere 71 planter plate spacing?

A4: The spacing is determined by the plate design and your desired planting population. The John Deere 71 planter
plate chart will indicate the spacing for each plate. You can then adjust the planter's ground speed to achieve your
desired planting rate.

Q5: Where can I find a John Deere 71 planter plate chart?

A5: The chart is usually included in the planter's operator's manual. You can also find it online through the John Deere
website or by contacting your local John Deere dealer. Third-party agricultural websites may also provide this
information.

Q6: How do I clean my John Deere 71 planter plates effectively?

A6: Thorough cleaning is essential. Use a brush, compressed air, and perhaps a mild detergent (check for compatibility
with the plate material) to remove any debris, dirt, or residue. Ensure all cells are free from obstructions before
reassembling the planter.

Q7: What is the significance of accurate John Deere 71 planter plate settings?

A7: Accurate settings are crucial for achieving the desired planting rate and spacing. Incorrect settings can lead to
uneven plant distribution, reduced yield, and increased input costs. Regular calibration and attention to detail are
paramount for optimal planting results.

Q8: Is it better to replace worn plates or attempt repair?

A8: While some minor repairs might be possible, it’s generally recommended to replace worn or damaged plates. Repairs
can compromise the accuracy of the planting process, potentially leading to more significant problems down the line. The
cost of replacement is usually a worthwhile investment in maintaining precise planting.

Decoding the John Deere 71 Planter Plate Guide: A Comprehensive
Exploration

The John Deere 71 planter is a strong piece of farming technology, and understanding its detailed planter plate guide is
crucial for maximizing planting precision and output. This thorough guide will unravel the nuances of this key component,
assisting you achieve the ideal planting outcomes achievable.

The planter plate guide is, in easy terms, the control center of the seed delivery system. It determines the separation
between individual seeds, making sure that each seed has the optimal amount of space to grow and develop into a strong
plant. Think of it as a meticulous conductor for your seeds, orchestrating their transit from the container to the soil.

Understanding the Mechanics:

The John Deere 71 planter plate guide is typically made of durable substance, often metal, designed to endure the
pressures of heavy-duty planting processes. Its primary function is to accurately locate the seed onto the sowing disk.
This makes certain that the seeds are consistently distributed in the furrow, stopping bunching and improving
germination rates.

Different planter plates are provided for different seed sizes and types. Each plate has a unique configuration of cells that
dictate the seed spacing. Selecting the appropriate plate for your crop is completely essential for productive planting.
Incorrect plate selection can lead to inadequate germination, decreased yields, and eventually compromised crop
condition.
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Maintenance and Troubleshooting:

Regular maintenance of the planter plate guide is essential to ensure its accurate performance. Frequently inspect for
wear and tear, especially on the system's surfaces. Damaged plates or guides can result in imprecise seed placement,
impacting seedling emergence and overall yield. Changing faulty parts immediately is crucial to avoid significant output
losses.

If you notice problems in seed distribution, carefully check the planter plate guide for any signs of damage. Possible
causes could include bent plates, damaged bushings, or built-up debris. Clear any debris and fix any faulty components.
Consult your manufacturer's service manual or a qualified mechanic for more guidance if you face difficulties.

Practical Benefits and Implementation Strategies:

Proper use and maintenance of the John Deere 71 planter plate guide results to several tangible benefits. These include
improved planting accuracy, higher planting speed, lowered seed waste, and eventually higher crop yields. By adhering
the recommendations outlined in this guide, you can ensure that you're getting the most out of your planter and
increasing your return on capital.

Conclusion:

The John Deere 71 planter plate guide is a fundamental component of the entire planting system. Understanding its
function, mechanics, and maintenance is vital for efficient planting. By attentively following the guidelines in this guide,
you can make certain uniform seed placement, optimal germination rates, and improved crop yields. Investing the time
and energy into learning your planter is an investment that will pay off substantially in the long run.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ):
Q1: How often should I replace my planter plates?

Al: The regularity of planter plate replacement depends on several factors, including the sort of seed sown, soil states,
and the level of use. Frequent examination is essential. Worn plates should be swapped quickly to preserve planting
exactness.

Q2: What should I do if my seeds are clustered?

A2: Seed clustering indicates a issue with either the planter plates or the guide. Check for blockages, bent plates, or worn
parts. Clear debris, repair damaged components, or consult a experienced technician.

Q3: Can I use any planter plate with my John Deere 71 planter?

A3: No. Different planter plates are constructed for particular seed sizes and types. Using the incorrect plate can lead in
poor seed placement and reduced yields. Always refer to your operator's manual for the proper plate option.

Q4: Where can I find replacement parts for my John Deere 71 planter?

A4: Spare parts for John Deere equipment can be acquired from authorized John Deere distributors or internet sellers.
Always ensure that you're purchasing original John Deere parts to maintain the quality of your planter.
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