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Leicester, a vibrant city brimming with history, culture, and opportunity, welcomes newcomers with open
arms. This comprehensive guide provides everything you need to know about starting your life in
Leicester, whether you're a student, a young professional, or simply relocating your family. We'll cover
essential aspects of settling in, from finding accommodation and navigating the transport system to
discovering the city's hidden gems and connecting with its diverse community. This guide aims to be your
ultimate resource for a smooth and enjoyable transition to Leicester life.

Finding Your Place in Leicester: Accommodation &
Neighbourhoods
Finding suitable accommodation is the first crucial step in your Leicester journey. The city offers a diverse
range of housing options to suit all budgets and preferences. From student halls and shared houses to
family homes and luxury apartments, the choice is abundant. Your decision will depend significantly on
your lifestyle, budget, and proximity to your workplace or university.

### Student Accommodation in Leicester:
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Leicester is a major university city, so finding student accommodation is relatively straightforward. Many
purpose-built student halls are available near both the University of Leicester and De Montfort University.
These often offer en-suite rooms, communal areas, and on-site support services. Private rentals, such as
shared houses or flats, are also popular choices, offering more independence and often cheaper rates than
purpose-built halls, though this option often requires a bit more legwork in finding suitable roommates and
managing the lease.

### Family Housing and Areas to Consider:

Families seeking a quieter residential area might consider suburbs like Oadby and Wigston, which offer
larger houses, good schools, and a strong community feel. The city centre itself provides a more bustling
environment, with easy access to amenities and transport links. When choosing an area, factors like
schools (if applicable), commute times, access to green spaces, and the overall neighbourhood atmosphere
should inform your decision.

### Using Property Websites and Estate Agents:

Websites like Rightmove, Zoopla, and SpareRoom are excellent resources for searching for properties in
Leicester. Working with a local estate agent can also be beneficial, as they possess in-depth knowledge of
the local market and can guide you through the rental process.

Navigating Leicester: Transport & Getting Around
Leicester boasts a well-developed public transport system, making it easy to get around without relying on
a car. The city’s bus network is extensive and covers all major areas. The Leicester train station provides
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excellent connections to other major cities across the UK. For those who prefer cycling, Leicester has an
increasing number of cycle lanes and designated routes.

### Public Transport in Leicester:

The city's bus services, operated primarily by Arriva Midlands and First Leicester, offer frequent and
relatively affordable options for travelling within and around Leicester. Purchasing a day or week pass can
be cost-effective if you plan on using public transport regularly. The train station offers direct routes to
London, Birmingham, Nottingham and beyond. The city also has a park and ride system for those who
occasionally require using a car.

### Cycling and Walking in Leicester:

Leicester is becoming increasingly cycle-friendly, with dedicated cycle paths and improvements to
pedestrian walkways. Cycling is a fantastic way to explore the city centre and its surrounding areas,
providing a healthy and sustainable alternative to other modes of transport. Many routes are reasonably
flat, making cycling a relatively easy option.

Exploring Leicester: Culture, Entertainment & Hidden Gems
Leicester is a city rich in history and culture. From its Roman ruins to its vibrant arts scene, there's always
something to discover. The city centre offers an array of shopping destinations, restaurants, museums, and
theatres. Take the time to explore Leicester's many parks and green spaces, offering a tranquil escape
from the city buzz.

### Leicester's Historical Landmarks:
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The Roman ruins of Leicester, including the Jewry Wall Museum, offer a fascinating glimpse into the city's
ancient past. Leicester Cathedral, with its stunning architecture, is another must-see landmark. The King
Richard III Visitor Centre, dedicated to the last Plantagenet king, is a popular attraction, showcasing the
discovery of his remains under a Leicester car park.

### Leicester's Vibrant Arts Scene:

Leicester's cultural scene is vibrant and diverse. The Curve theatre hosts a range of theatrical productions,
while the LCB Depot showcases emerging artists and live music. Numerous smaller independent galleries
and studios around the city offer opportunities to discover local talent.

Connecting with the Community: Making Friends and Settling
In
Leicester's multicultural nature is one of its most endearing qualities. People from diverse backgrounds
call Leicester home, creating a welcoming and inclusive environment. Connecting with the local
community is essential for a smooth transition to Leicester life.

### Local Community Groups and Activities:

Many local community groups and organizations provide excellent opportunities to meet new people and
participate in activities aligned with your interests. These groups cater to a broad range of hobbies and
activities, ranging from sports clubs and social groups to cultural events and volunteering opportunities.

### University Societies and Clubs (For Students):
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For students, university societies and clubs offer an unparalleled opportunity to socialize, meet like-
minded individuals, and make lasting friendships. These societies cover an extensive range of interests and
hobbies, ensuring there's something for everyone.

Conclusion: Embracing Your New Life in Leicester
Relocating to a new city can be both exciting and challenging. This guide aims to equip you with the
essential information you'll need to navigate the process smoothly. Leicester is a friendly and welcoming
city, offering a diverse range of opportunities and experiences. By understanding the city's layout, its
transport system, and its rich cultural tapestry, you'll quickly feel at home in your new surroundings.
Embrace the opportunities Leicester offers, explore its hidden gems, and immerse yourself in the friendly
atmosphere.

FAQ: Frequently Asked Questions About Starting in Leicester
Q1: What is the cost of living in Leicester compared to other UK cities?

A1: Leicester generally offers a lower cost of living compared to major cities like London, but it's higher
than some smaller towns. Rent, groceries, and transport costs are all factors influencing the overall cost of
living. Researching specific areas within Leicester and comparing costs against your current location will
give you a more precise understanding.

Q2: How safe is Leicester?

A2: Like any city, Leicester has areas that are safer than others. Researching specific neighborhoods
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before choosing accommodation is recommended. Overall, Leicester maintains a relatively low crime rate
compared to other UK cities of similar size, but it’s important to be aware of your surroundings and take
necessary precautions.

Q3: What are the best ways to find a job in Leicester?

A3: Job searching websites like Indeed, Reed, and LinkedIn are excellent starting points. Networking
events and local recruitment agencies can also be effective. Utilizing the career services available through
Leicester's universities can also be particularly helpful for graduates.

Q4: What are the main healthcare providers in Leicester?

A4: The University Hospitals of Leicester NHS Trust is the main provider of hospital services. General
practitioners (GPs) operate across the city, and registering with a GP is essential upon settling in.

Q5: What are some of the best places to eat in Leicester?

A5: Leicester’s culinary scene is diverse and reflects its multicultural population. From traditional Indian
cuisine to modern European bistros, the city offers a wide range of dining experiences. Exploring the
Golden Mile for Indian restaurants or exploring the more independent establishments within the city
centre is highly recommended.

Q6: What are the best schools in Leicester?

A6: The quality of schools varies depending on the area. Researching Ofsted reports (the UK's school
inspection body) on schools in your preferred neighborhood is crucial if you're relocating with children.
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Many excellent state and private schools are available in Leicester.

Q7: What are some good resources for newcomers to Leicester?

A7: The Leicester City Council website is an excellent source of information on local services and
amenities. Community groups, local newspapers, and university resources (if applicable) can also prove
incredibly helpful.

Q8: Is it easy to get around Leicester without a car?

A8: Yes, Leicester has a relatively well-developed public transport system, making it easy to navigate the
city without a car. The bus network is extensive, and the train station provides excellent connections to
other parts of the UK. Cycling is also a viable option in many areas.

Your Essential Guide to Starting at Leicester

Relocating to a new city can feel like navigating a complex maze. But with the right knowledge, the
transition can be effortless. This handbook offers a comprehensive overview to help you successfully begin
your life in Leicester, a vibrant urban center brimming with history and potential .

Accommodation: Finding Your Perfect Perch

One of the first hurdles to overcome is securing accommodation. Leicester offers a diverse selection of
options, from large family homes to comfortable apartments and affordable student housing. Websites like
Rightmove, Zoopla, and SpareRoom are excellent resources for browsing properties. Consider your
spending limits and target neighborhood carefully. Do you prefer proximity to the central business district,
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access to transit, or perhaps a quieter suburban setting? Viewing properties in person is strongly advised
to get a true feel for the space and the surrounding area .

Transportation: Getting Around Leicester

Leicester boasts a reliable public transport network . The town’s bus network, operated by First Leicester
and Arriva Midlands, provides comprehensive coverage. Consider purchasing a bus pass for cost-effective
travel. For longer journeys , train services connect Leicester to other major cities across the UK. Cycling is
also a popular mode of transportation, with numerous cycle paths throughout the city. If you aim to drive,
familiarize yourself with the city’s traffic patterns and parking rules before embarking on your inaugural
journey .

Employment and Education: Opportunities Abound

Leicester offers a dynamic job market throughout various sectors, from industry to technology and the
hospitality industry . Networking events, online job boards (Indeed, LinkedIn, etc.), and recruitment
agencies can be invaluable resources in your job search . For learners , Leicester is home to the University
of Leicester, a prestigious institution with a rich history and a broad spectrum of academic programs .
Leicester College also offers a selection of vocational training programs .

Culture and Leisure: Exploring Leicester’s Charms

Leicester’s rich cultural tapestry is a important draw for many. Explore the age-old Leicester Castle, delve
into the captivating exhibits at the Jewry Wall Museum, or wander through the picturesque Abbey Park.
The city also boasts a vibrant arts scene, with numerous performance venues, galleries, and museums. For
those who relish a bustling social scene , Leicester offers a wide array of pubs, bars, restaurants, and clubs
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to suit every taste . Sporting enthusiasts can cheer on Leicester City Football Club at the King Power
Stadium.

Community and Social Life: Making Connections

Building a social circle is crucial for a successful relocation . Join local organizations based on your
passions, attend community events, or volunteer your time. This will enable you to meet new people and
integrate into the area. Don’t hesitate to reach out to neighbors or colleagues – friendliness is often
reciprocated .

Practical Tips for a Smooth Settlement

Register with a GP: Registering with a General Practitioner (GP) is crucial for accessing healthcare
services.
Obtain a National Insurance number: This is required for working in the UK.
Learn about local council services: Familiarize yourself with the services offered by Leicester
City Council, such as waste collection and council tax.
Explore local amenities: Discover local shops, supermarkets, and other amenities near your home.

In conclusion , starting a fresh start in Leicester presents a incredible possibility. By carefully planning
your housing , transportation, employment, and social life, you can ensure a effortless and rewarding
experience in this historic city.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q1: What is the best way to find affordable housing in Leicester?



Your Essential Guide To Starting At Leicester

Your Essential Guide To Starting At Leicester
10

A1: Utilize online property portals like Rightmove and Zoopla, focusing on areas slightly outside the city
center. Consider shared housing or smaller apartments to reduce costs.

Q2: What are the key transportation options in Leicester?

A2: Leicester has a good bus network and train services connecting it to other cities. Cycling is also
popular, and driving is an option but requires familiarity with the city's road network and parking
regulations.

Q3: Are there many job opportunities in Leicester?

A3: Yes, Leicester has a diverse job market across various sectors, from manufacturing to technology and
services. Networking and utilizing online job boards are recommended strategies for job searching.

Q4: How easy is it to make friends in Leicester?

A4: Joining local clubs, groups, or volunteering are great ways to meet people. Leicester's welcoming
community generally makes it relatively easy to build social connections.
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