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Mitsubishi  Mirage  Manual
Transmission  Fluid:  The
200,000  km  Service  &
Beyond
Maintaining your Mitsubishi Mirage's manual transmission is
crucial for its longevity and smooth operation. Many owners
wonder  about  the  optimal  schedule  for  fluid  changes,
part icular ly  around  the  200,000  km  mark.  This
comprehensive guide delves into the specifics of Mitsubishi
Mirage manual transmission fluid changes at 200,000 km and
beyond,  addressing  key  concerns  like  fluid  type,  change
frequency, and potential problems associated with neglecting
this  vital  maintenance  task.  We'll  also  cover  topics  like
manual transmission fluid capacity and the best practices for
performing  the  service  yourself  or  finding  a  reputable
mechanic.

Understanding Manual Transmission
Fluid in Your Mitsubishi Mirage
Manual  transmissions,  unlike  automatics,  rely  on  gear  oil
(often referred to as manual transmission fluid or MTL) for
lubrication, cooling, and wear protection. Over time, this fluid
degrades, losing its viscosity and ability to effectively perform
these crucial  functions.  This degradation is  accelerated by
factors such as high temperatures, aggressive driving, and
age. For a Mitsubishi  Mirage with a manual transmission,
reaching  the  200,000  km mark  often  necessitates  a  fluid



Mitsubishi Mirage Manual Transmission Fluid Km 200

Mitsubishi Mirage Manual Transmission Fluid Km 200
2

change, even if you've diligently followed the manufacturer's
recommended schedule. This is because the fluid's properties
deteriorate over time, regardless of mileage.

### The Importance of Regular Fluid Changes (Mitsubishi
Mirage Manual Transmission Fluid KM 200)

Neglecting manual  transmission fluid  changes can lead to
serious and costly consequences. The most common problems
include:

Increased  Gear  Wear:  Degraded  fluid  fails  to
adequately  lubricate  the  gears,  leading  to  increased
friction  and  premature  wear.  This  results  in  noisy
shifting, grinding, and eventually, gear failure.
Synchronizer  Damage:  Synchronizers  are  critical
components for smooth gear shifting. Without proper
lubrication,  they  are  prone  to  damage,  leading  to
difficult or impossible gear changes.
Bearing Failure: Bearings within the transmission rely
on  the  fluid  for  lubrication  and  cooling.  Fluid
degradation leads to overheating and eventual bearing
failure, a very expensive repair.
Internal  Damage:  Severe  fluid  neglect  can  cause
irreversible  damage  to  internal  transmission
components, requiring complete transmission overhaul
or  replacement  –  a  cost  that  far  outweighs  regular
maintenance.

The 200,000 km mark represents a significant milestone, and
a thorough fluid change at this point is often recommended,
even if the manufacturer's suggested interval is longer. This
proactive maintenance helps safeguard against costly repairs
later.

Mitsubishi  Mirage  Manual
Transmission  Fluid:  Type  and
Capacity
The correct type of manual transmission fluid is crucial for
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your Mitsubishi Mirage. Consult your owner's manual for the
specific recommendation. Mitsubishi often specifies a specific
fluid type, such as GL-4 or GL-5 gear oil,  each possessing
different properties. Using the incorrect fluid can lead to poor
performance  and  damage.  The  manual  will  also  state  the
correct capacity for your specific transmission model. Always
use  the  recommended  fluid  and  adhere  to  the  specified
quantity to avoid issues.

###  Finding  the  Right  Mitsubishi  Mirage  Manual
Transmission  Fluid

When searching for the correct fluid, you'll likely encounter
terms  like  API  GL-4  and  API  GL-5.  These  are  industry
standards indicating the fluid's performance characteristics.
It is essential to use the type recommended by Mitsubishi, as
using  the  wrong  type  can  damage  your  transmission.
Incorrect  fluid  selection  can  lead  to  issues  such  as:

Improper Lubrication:  Resulting  in  increased wear
and tear.
Corrosion:  Some  fluids  may  not  protect  against
corrosion as effectively as recommended fluids.
Sealing Issues: Certain fluids might not be compatible
with your transmission seals, leading to leaks.

Always double-check your owner's manual before purchasing
any fluid.

Performing  a  Manual  Transmission
Fluid  Change  (Mitsubishi  Mirage
Manual  Transmission Fluid KM 200)
While a professional mechanic can perform this service, many
skilled  DIYers  can  successfully  change  their  Mirage's
transmission fluid. However, it's a more involved process than
an engine oil change and requires some mechanical aptitude.
Here's  a  general  overview  (always  refer  to  your  owner's
manual for precise instructions):

1. Warm-up: Start by warming the transmission fluid. A short
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drive is usually sufficient.

2. Preparation: Gather the necessary tools including a drain
pan, new fluid, a wrench for the drain plug, and possibly a
pump for refilling (depending on your Mirage's design).

3. Draining: Locate the drain plug on the transmission and
carefully drain the old fluid into the pan.

4. Refilling: Once the old fluid has drained, replace the drain
plug and add the recommended quantity of new fluid. Some
transmissions have a fill plug, while others require using a
pump through the dipstick tube.

5. Checking Fluid Level: Check the fluid level, adding more
if  needed.  Consult  your  owner's  manual  for  the  correct
procedure.

Beyond  200,000  km:  Continued
Maintenance
Reaching 200,000 km is a significant accomplishment,  but
proper  maintenance  needs  to  continue.  While  the  interval
between fluid changes might  be increased slightly  beyond
200,000 km, regular checks for leaks, unusual noises, and
difficulties shifting are crucial. Consider shorter intervals if
you frequently tow heavy loads or drive in harsh conditions.
Continued monitoring and timely fluid changes will maximize
the life  and reliability  of  your Mitsubishi  Mirage's  manual
transmission.

FAQ:  Mitsubishi  Mirage  Manual
Transmission  Fluid
Q1: How often should I change my Mitsubishi Mirage
manual transmission fluid?

A1: While the manufacturer's recommended interval should
be your starting point (check your owner's manual),  many
experts recommend a change around the 200,000 km mark,
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especially  if  the  vehicle  has  seen  extensive  use  or  harsh
conditions.  After  that,  more  frequent  changes  might  be
necessary depending on usage and driving style.

Q2: What happens if I don't change my transmission
fluid?

A2: Neglecting transmission fluid changes leads to premature
gear and component wear, potential failure of synchronizers
and  bearings,  and  ultimately,  costly  repairs  or  even
transmission  replacement.

Q3: Can I change the transmission fluid myself?

A3:  Yes, but it requires mechanical aptitude and the right
tools. It's more involved than changing engine oil. Refer to
your owner's manual and consider seeking professional help if
unsure.

Q4: What type of transmission fluid should I use?

A4: Always refer to your Mitsubishi Mirage's owner's manual
for  the  exact  type  and  specification  recommended by  the
manufacturer.  Using  the  incorrect  fluid  can  damage  your
transmission.

Q5: How much transmission fluid does my Mitsubishi
Mirage need?

A5:  The amount of fluid required varies depending on the
specific transmission model. Check your owner's manual for
the correct capacity.

Q6: What are the signs of a failing transmission?

A6: Signs include difficulty shifting, grinding noises, whining
sounds,  leaks,  and  unusual  smells  coming  from  the
transmission  area.

Q7: How much does a transmission fluid change cost?

A7: The cost varies depending on location and labor rates.
DIY is the most economical option, but professional service
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provides peace of mind.

Q8:  Can  I  use  synthetic  transmission  fluid  in  my
Mitsubishi Mirage?

A8:  Check your owner's  manual.  While  some vehicles  are
compatible with synthetic fluid, others may not be. Using the
manufacturer's recommended fluid is always best.

Decoding  the  Mystery:  Mitsubishi
Mirage  Manual  Transmission  Fluid
at  200,000 Kilometers
The kilometers on your car’s odometer is a subtle marker of
its state. Reaching the remarkable 200,000 kilometer point in
a  Mitsubishi  Mirage,  especially  one  with  a  manual
transmission, is a major achievement. But this achievement
brings  with  it  the  essential  question:  what  about  the
transmission fluid? This article delves into the intricacies of
maintaining your Mirage's manual transmission fluid at this
considerable kilometer mark.

Understanding Manual Transmission Fluid and its Role

Before delving into the specifics of your Mirage at 200,000
km, let's establish a basic grasp of manual transmission fluid.
Unlike automatic transmissions that use a intricate hydraulic
system, manual transmissions count on greasing to enable
smooth gear shifts and protect the internal components from
wear.  This  fluid  carries  out  various  critical  functions,
including:

Lubrication:  Reducing  drag  between  moving  parts,
thus minimizing tear.
Cooling:  Removing heat generated during operation,
preventing overheating.
Cleaning:  Carrying  impurities,  keeping  the
transmission clean.

The 200,000 Kilometer Mark: A Turning Point
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At 200,000 kilometers,  your  Mirage's  manual  transmission
fluid has likely endured substantial stress. The fluid will have
broken down over time, losing its effectiveness to grease and
protect  the  transmission  components.  Additives  within  the
fluid will have decomposed, and impurities will have built up.
This  can  lead  to  rough  gear  transitions,  noise  from  the
transmission, and even likely malfunction to the transmission
itself.

Fluid Inspection and Replacement:

This is where preventive maintenance becomes essential. At
200,000  kilometers,  a  thorough  examination  of  your
transmission  fluid  is  strongly  recommended.  This  involves
checking the fluid's level and condition. Look for discoloration
(from a clear to a dark brown or black), a burnt smell, and the
occurrence of metallic particles. If any of these are present, a
complete transmission fluid change is required.

Furthermore, the transmission itself should be inspected for
any signs of leaks or damage. This is best done by a qualified
mechanic. They will also be able to assess the health of your
transmission and advise you on the best course of action.

Choosing the Right Fluid:

Using  the  correct  sort  of  transmission  fluid  is  important.
Consult  your  owner's  handbook  for  the  recommended
requirements. Using the wrong fluid can impair the function
of your transmission and speed up tear.

Beyond Fluid Replacement:

While fluid renewal is essential at this high kilometer, it's also
prudent  to  consider  other  aspects  of  your  transmission's
maintenance.  Periodic  inspections,  addressing  any  drips
promptly, and following the specified maintenance intervals
outlined in your operator's manual are essential for prolonged
transmission health.

Conclusion:
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Reaching 200,000 kilometers in your Mitsubishi Mirage is a
proof  to  its  durability.  However,  maintaining  a  manual
transmission  at  this  distance  needs  careful  attention.  A
thorough examination and, probably, a complete transmission
fluid renewal are crucial steps to guarantee the persistent
smooth functioning of your transmission and prevent pricey
amendments down the line.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q1: Can I change the transmission fluid myself?

A1: While possible, changing transmission fluid is a difficult
procedure than changing engine oil. It frequently demands
specialized tools and knowledge. It's usually recommended to
have this done by a skilled mechanic.

Q2: How often should I change my transmission fluid?

A2:  Your  operator's  guide  will  provide  the  recommended
schedules  for  transmission  fluid  replacement.  However,  at
200,000  kilometers,  a  change  is  strongly  recommended
regardless of the stated interval.

Q3:  What  are  the  s igns  of  a  fa i l ing  manual
transmission?

A3:  Signs  include  difficult  shifting,  noise  sounds  during
shifting, leaks under the vehicle, and a foul aroma coming
from the transmission.

Q4: How much will  a transmission fluid replacement
cost?

A4: The cost varies depending on location, labor costs, and
the  type  of  fluid  demanded.  It's  best  to  contact  a  local
mechanic for an precise quote.
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