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The New Curriculum

KS2 Discover, Learn, and Master Geography: Year 5
& 6 Study Guide for the New Curriculum
The new KS2 geography curriculum for Year 5 and 6 presents exciting opportunities for students to develop a
deeper understanding of  the world around them. This  comprehensive guide explores  effective strategies  for
mastering  key  geographical  concepts,  aligning  perfectly  with  the  updated  curriculum's  focus  on  physical
geography,  human geography,  map skills,  and  geographical  enquiry.  We'll  delve  into  the  core  topics,
practical application techniques, and resources to help both teachers and students excel in their geographical
studies.

Introduction: Navigating the New KS2 Geography Landscape
Years 5 and 6 mark a crucial stage in a child's geographical education. The new curriculum emphasizes a more
holistic approach, moving beyond simple memorization to encompass critical thinking, problem-solving, and data
analysis. This means students need to understand not only *what* geographical features are but also *why* they
exist, how they interact, and their impact on human populations. This guide focuses on unlocking the potential
within the KS2 discover, learn, and master geography framework, providing a roadmap for success in Year 5 and 6.

Key Curriculum Areas and Learning Strategies
The revised KS2 geography curriculum encompasses several key areas. Understanding these areas is crucial for
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effective teaching and learning.

### Physical Geography: Understanding Earth's Processes

This section of the curriculum focuses on understanding Earth’s physical processes, including weather patterns,
climate zones, and landforms. Students will learn about plate tectonics, the water cycle, and the different types of
ecosystems found across the globe. Interactive maps  and geographic information systems (GIS)  can be
invaluable tools in this area. For instance, using online simulations to visualize tectonic plate movement can make
abstract concepts readily understandable. Practical activities, like creating models of volcanoes or conducting
weather experiments, solidify understanding and enhance engagement. Effective learning relies on linking abstract
concepts to real-world examples – exploring the impact of the Amazon rainforest on global climate, for example, or
studying the formation of the Grand Canyon.

### Human Geography: Exploring People and Places

Human geography delves into the interaction between humans and their environment. This includes exploring
population distribution, urbanisation, and the impact of human activity on landscapes. Case studies of different
countries  or  regions,  focusing  on  their  unique  geographical  characteristics  and  human  impact,  are  highly
beneficial. For instance, comparing and contrasting the lives of people in a rural village in India with those in a city
in the UK will showcase the varied effects of geography on human life. The use of photographs, videos, and online
resources can enrich the learning experience and make the subject relatable to students. This section actively
promotes geographical enquiry by encouraging students to ask questions, formulate hypotheses, and analyze
data to arrive at their own conclusions.

### Map Skills: Developing Cartographic Literacy

Effective map reading and interpretation are essential skills for any geographer. The KS2 curriculum emphasizes
the use of various map types, including Ordnance Survey maps, atlases, and digital maps. Students should develop
the ability to identify key features, understand scale and symbols, and use grid references. Regular practice with
mapwork activities is crucial, progressing from simple map interpretation to more complex tasks such as plotting
routes or analyzing population density.  Using online mapping tools,  such as Google Earth,  offers interactive
experiences that can enhance engagement and understanding. The development of these essential mapping
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skills forms a foundation for further geographical studies.

### Geographical Enquiry: Fostering Critical Thinking

The emphasis on geographical enquiry is a significant shift in the KS2 curriculum. This involves encouraging
students to ask geographical questions, investigate issues, analyze data, and present their findings. Practical
projects, such as investigating the local environment or researching a specific geographical issue, are valuable in
developing these skills. This process fosters critical thinking and problem-solving abilities, moving beyond simple
recall to a deeper understanding of the subject. The ability to interpret data from graphs, charts, and maps is a key
component of this enquiry-based learning approach.

Resources and Teaching Strategies for KS2 Geography
Effective  teaching  strategies  for  KS2  geography  include  incorporating  a  variety  of  learning  methods,  using
engaging resources, and focusing on practical applications.

Interactive lessons:  Utilize interactive whiteboards,  online resources,  and educational  games to make
learning more dynamic and engaging.
Field  trips:  Organize  field  trips  to  local  geographical  locations  to  provide  students  with  firsthand
experiences.
Guest speakers: Invite guest speakers, such as geographers or environmental specialists, to share their
expertise.
Projects and presentations: Encourage students to engage in projects and presentations to deepen their
understanding and develop presentation skills.
Real-world examples: Connect geographical concepts to real-world events and issues to make learning
more relevant.

Conclusion: Equipping Young Geographers for the Future
Mastering the KS2 geography curriculum for Year 5 and 6 equips students with essential skills and knowledge,
fostering a lifelong appreciation for the world around them. By focusing on a blended approach incorporating
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practical  activities,  real-world examples,  and cutting-edge technology,  we can nurture a generation of  young
geographers ready to tackle the challenges and opportunities of the future. The new curriculum emphasizes critical
thinking, problem-solving, and data analysis, laying a solid foundation for future studies and engagement with
geographical issues.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
Q1: What are the key differences between the old and new KS2 geography curriculum?

A1:  The  new curriculum places  a  greater  emphasis  on  geographical  enquiry,  requiring  students  to  actively
investigate geographical issues, analyze data, and draw conclusions, rather than just memorizing facts. It also
integrates technology more effectively, encouraging the use of digital maps and resources. The focus has shifted
toward a more holistic understanding of the interconnectedness between physical and human geography.

Q2: How can parents support their children's learning in KS2 geography?

A2:  Parents  can  support  their  children  by  engaging  in  discussions  about  geographical  events  in  the  news,
encouraging exploration of maps and atlases, participating in family trips to geographical locations, and helping
with  homework  assignments.  Watching  documentaries  about  nature,  cultures,  or  historical  events  with  a
geographical component can be a great way to make learning fun and relevant.

Q3: What are some effective resources for teaching KS2 geography?

A3:  Excellent  resources  include  online  educational  websites,  interactive  maps  (like  Google  Earth),  atlases,
geographical  textbooks  tailored  to  the  KS2  curriculum,  and  a  wide  array  of  children's  books  focusing  on
geographical themes. The Ordnance Survey website is also an invaluable resource for map-based activities.

Q4: How can I assess my child’s understanding of KS2 geography?

A4: Regularly reviewing their classwork, asking questions about what they've learned, encouraging them to explain
geographical concepts in their own words, and involving them in practical map work and project-based activities
will  help  gauge  their  understanding.  Paying  attention  to  their  participation  in  class  discussions  is  equally
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important.

Q5: How can I make learning geography more engaging for my child?

A5: Use hands-on activities, games, and real-world examples. Connect learning to their interests. For example, if
they like animals, explore the habitats of different animals. If they like history, study the geographical factors
influencing historical events.

Q6: What are some common misconceptions about geography at KS2 level?

A6: A common misconception is that geography is just about memorizing names of places. It's crucial to emphasize
the  interconnectedness  of  physical  and  human factors,  emphasizing  cause  and  effect  relationships.  Another
misconception is that geography is solely about maps. While map skills are important, they are just one tool in a
geographer’s toolkit.

Q7: How does the KS2 geography curriculum prepare students for future studies?

A7: The skills learned in KS2 geography, such as map reading, data analysis, and critical thinking, form a solid
foundation for further studies in geography, environmental science, history, and other related fields. It also fosters
a sense of global citizenship and awareness.

Q8: Are there any specific online resources specifically designed for the new KS2 geography curriculum?

A8: Many educational websites and publishers align their resources with the latest curriculum frameworks. It is
advisable to search for "KS2 geography resources new curriculum" online to find a wide range of materials,
including lesson plans, worksheets, and interactive activities that specifically address the requirements of the
updated curriculum. Always check the publication date to ensure the resource is current.

KS2 Discover, Learn, and Master Geography: A Year 5 & 6 Study
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Guide for the New Curriculum
Navigating the revised geography curriculum for Year 5 and 6 can seem daunting for both learners and educators.
This manual aims to illuminate the key aspects of the new curriculum, providing a framework for a successful
learning journey. We'll  explore how to efficiently teach and acquire geographical ideas, fostering a profound
understanding of our globe.

The new curriculum emphasizes a more holistic approach to geography, moving beyond simple repetition to
encourage critical thinking and problem-solving skills. It concentrates on cultivating a variety of , including map
analysis,  data management,  geographical  investigation, and the capacity to interpret geographical  facts from
diverse origins.

Key Areas of Focus:

The curriculum is structured around several  key themes, each offering opportunities for interesting learning
exercises. These encompass:

Geographical locations: Understanding the location of countries, continents, and major physical features is
fundamental. This includes not just pinpointing places but also comprehending their proportional positions
and links to one another. Exercises might involve using atlases, maps, and globes, as well as engaging digital
materials.

Physical geography: Examining physical geography includes grasping processes like weathering, erosion,
and the formation of landforms. Learners should be capable to explain how different elements such as
climate,  rock  type,  and  tectonic  plate  movement  influence  the  Earth's  terrain.  Field  trips,  trials,  and
representations can productively strengthen these ideas.

Human geography: This aspect explores the relationship between people and the environment. Topics may
include population density, settlement patterns, and the effect of human deeds on the environment. Case
studies of different countries and zones can assist learners to understand the complex relationships involved.

Geographical skills: The curriculum strongly underscores the cultivation of key geographical skills. This
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comprises  map work,  data  analysis,  and  the  ability  to  understand geographical  data  from a  range of
resources, such as graphs, photographs, and satellite imagery. Hands-on tasks are fundamental for acquiring
these skills.

Implementation Strategies:

Efficient teaching and learning needs a blend of approaches. This may entail:

Inquiry-based learning: Fostering learners to ask inquiries and examine geographical issues themselves
leads to deeper comprehension.

Use of  technology:  Interactive  maps,  virtual  field  trips,  and  geographical  information  systems  (GIS)
software can enhance learning and engagement.

Real-world connections:  Linking geographical  concepts to current events and local  issues makes the
learning more pertinent and significant.

Differentiated instruction: Catering to different learning styles and capacities is essential to ensure all
learners attain their potential.

Practical Benefits:

A strong foundation in geography provides pupils with valuable abilities that extend beyond the classroom. These
comprise:

Critical thinking: Analyzing geographical data and understanding information cultivates critical thinking
skills.

Problem-solving: Understanding geographical problems such as climate shift and population growth fosters
problem-solving skills.

Global awareness: Learning about different communities and environments fosters global awareness.

Conclusion:
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The new KS2 geography curriculum provides a excellent occasion to captivate students with the fascinating world
of geography. By utilizing productive teaching strategies and centering on the nurturing of key capacities, we can
aid students to develop a deep grasp and admiration of our world. Through exploration, and active tasks, we can
inspire the next cohort of geographers and international inhabitants.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

Q1: What resources are available to support teaching the new KS2 geography curriculum?

A1: Numerous resources are obtainable, including textbooks, online tools, atlases, and geographical societies'
websites.

Q2: How can I make geography lessons more engaging for my students?

A2: Use interactive tasks, such as games, tasks, and fieldwork. Incorporate technology where suitable.

Q3: How can I assess my students' understanding of geography?

A3: Utilize a range of assessment techniques, including tests, tasks, and evaluations of student production.

Q4: What is the importance of fieldwork in teaching KS2 geography?

A4:  Fieldwork  provides  important  occasions  for  pupils  to  personally  encounter  geographical  attributes  and
mechanisms, enhancing their comprehension and interest.
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