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Volpone Full Text: A
Deep Dive into
Jonson's
Masterpiece of
Satire
Ben Jonson's *Volpone*, a Jacobean comedy of
intrigue, remains a compelling and relevant
piece of literature centuries after its creation.
Accessing a *Volpone full text* online or in
print allows readers to fully appreciate its
masterful satire, complex characters, and
enduring themes. This article delves into the
play, exploring its key elements and providing
insights for both seasoned readers and those
encountering this dramatic masterpiece for
the first time. We'll examine its plot,
characters, satirical targets, and lasting
impact, touching on aspects such as its
Jonsonian style, its exploration of greed
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and deception, and its analysis of 17th-
century society.

A Synopsis of Volpone:
Greed, Deceit, and Justice
*Volpone*, meaning "fox" in Italian, centers
around the wealthy and aging Volpone, who
feigns illness to lure his avaricious friends and
would-be heirs – Mosca, Corbaccio, Corvino,
and Voltore – into believing he is on the brink
of death. He manipulates them into offering
him extravagant gifts and promises in the
hopes of inheriting his fortune. Mosca,
Volpone's cunning servant, is the mastermind
behind many of the schemes, skillfully playing
the various characters against each other to
maximize his own gains. The play is a
whirlwind of deception, with Volpone and
Mosca continually outsmarting their greedy
targets, at least until the karmic scales tip in
the final act. The *Volpone full text* reveals a
meticulously crafted plot full of twists and
turns that keeps the audience guessing until
the very end. The comedic brilliance lies not
just in the schemes themselves, but also in
the characters' reactions and the outrageous
situations they find themselves in.
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The Characters and Their
Motives: A Study in Human
Vice
Jonson's genius is showcased in his creation of
richly drawn, morally ambiguous characters.
Volpone, the titular character, represents
unchecked avarice and a cynical worldview.
Mosca, his parasite, embodies cunning and
ambition, using his wit to manipulate Volpone
and the other characters. Corbaccio, Corvino,
and Voltore represent different facets of
greed: the senile old man, the jealous
husband, and the ambitious lawyer,
respectively. Their desperation to inherit
Volpone's wealth exposes the dark underbelly
of 17th-century society, highlighting the
corrosive nature of unchecked ambition.
Understanding the motivations of these
characters is crucial to appreciating the
*Volpone full text* and its satirical depth. Each
character serves as a cautionary tale, a
reflection of the human tendency toward
selfishness and self-deception.

Jonsonian Style and Satire:
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A Masterclass in Dramatic
Irony
Jonson's distinct writing style, known as
"Jonsonian style," is characterized by its witty
dialogue, satirical edge, and use of dramatic
irony. The *Volpone full text* is a prime
example of this style. The play's dialogue
sparkles with puns, wordplay, and insightful
observations about human nature. The use of
dramatic irony, where the audience is aware
of information that the characters are not,
adds another layer of comedic effect and
satirical bite. Jonson satirizes the social
climbers, the legal profession, and the
pervasive greed of his time with sharp wit and
unflinching honesty. The play's sharp satire is
not merely for comedic effect but serves as a
commentary on the societal ills of 17th-
century England and, arguably, remains
relevant to contemporary society.

Themes and Legacy:
Enduring Relevance of
Volpone
The enduring appeal of *Volpone* lies in its
exploration of timeless themes: greed,
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deception, justice, and the complexities of
human nature. The play's exploration of
greed and its consequences remains
powerfully relevant today. The characters'
insatiable desire for wealth and power serves
as a warning against the corrupting influence
of materialism. The play's exploration of
justice, albeit a somewhat ironic and karmic
one, prompts reflection on the nature of
retribution and the limitations of human laws.
The *Volpone full text* continues to be studied
and performed because it offers a profound
and often darkly humorous look into the
human condition. It's a testament to Jonson's
skill that a play written centuries ago
resonates so powerfully with contemporary
audiences.

Conclusion: A Timeless
Exploration of Human
Nature
*Volpone* is more than just a comedy; it's a
sharp, insightful satire that continues to
challenge and entertain readers and
audiences. Accessing a *Volpone full text*
allows for a deeper understanding of Jonson's
masterful craftsmanship and the enduring
relevance of its themes. The play's witty
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dialogue, complex characters, and insightful
commentary on human nature ensure its
place as a cornerstone of English literature. Its
exploration of greed, deception, and the
pursuit of power remains profoundly relevant,
offering a timeless reflection on the human
condition.

Frequently Asked
Questions (FAQs)
Q1: Where can I find a Volpone full text
online?

A1: Several websites offer free access to the
full text of *Volpone*. Project Gutenberg, for
example, is a reliable source for public domain
works like *Volpone*. You can also find the full
text on various academic websites and online
literature databases. Always verify the
source's legitimacy to ensure accuracy.

Q2: What is the historical context of
Volpone?

A2: *Volpone* was written during the
Jacobean era in England (early 17th century),
a period marked by social and political
upheaval. The play reflects the anxieties and
moral ambiguities of the time, specifically
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targeting the rampant greed and corruption
prevalent within the upper classes.
Understanding the historical context enhances
the satirical impact of the play.

Q3: What are the key themes explored in
Volpone?

A3: The key themes in *Volpone* include
greed, deception, justice (or the lack thereof),
social climbing, the dangers of unchecked
ambition, and the complexities of human
nature. These themes intertwine to create a
rich and multi-layered narrative.

Q4: How does Jonson use satire in
Volpone?

A4: Jonson employs various satirical
techniques, including dramatic irony,
caricatured characters, and witty dialogue. He
satirizes the avarice and hypocrisy of the
wealthy, the cunning of Mosca, and the
inadequacies of the legal system. The satire
serves not only to entertain but also to
critique the social ills of his time.

Q5: What makes Volpone a significant
work of literature?

A5: *Volpone*'s significance lies in its
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masterful blend of comedy and satire, its
exploration of timeless themes, its complex
and memorable characters, and its enduring
relevance to contemporary society. It
showcases Jonson's exceptional skill as a
playwright and remains a rewarding read for
its wit, insight, and enduring power.

Q6: Is Volpone suitable for all ages?

A6: While *Volpone* is a comedic
masterpiece, its themes of greed, deception,
and morally ambiguous characters might not
be suitable for younger audiences. The
language may also present a challenge to
some readers. Parental guidance is advisable
for younger readers.

Q7: Are there any modern adaptations of
Volpone?

A7: Yes, *Volpone* has been adapted
numerous times for stage, screen, and even
opera. These adaptations often update the
setting and language to resonate with
contemporary audiences while retaining the
core themes and characters of the original
play. Searching online for "Volpone
adaptations" will reveal many examples.

Q8: What are some critical
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interpretations of Volpone?

A8: Critical interpretations of *Volpone* vary
widely, ranging from discussions of its satirical
targets and its use of dramatic irony to
analyses of its psychological depth and
exploration of power dynamics. Some critics
focus on the play's moral ambiguities, while
others examine its relationship to other
Jacobean dramas. Consulting academic
databases and literary criticism journals will
provide a wealth of insightful interpretations.

Delving into the Deceptive
Depths of Ben Jonson's
*Volpone*
Ben Jonson's *Volpone*, a masterpiece of
Jacobean comedy, remains a compelling
exploration of greed, deception, and the
tenuousness of human nature. A thorough
examination of the full text reveals a play far
more complex than its initial premise of a
affluent old man and his manipulative
parasites might suggest. This article will
investigate the key elements of Jonson's work,
its lasting impact, and the reasons for its
continued importance in contemporary
theatre and literature.
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The core of *Volpone* lies in its protagonist,
the title character himself. Volpone, meaning
"fox" in Italian, is a skilled manipulator who
feigns impending death to entice a array of
covetous suitors hoping to inherit his vast
fortune. Jonson paints a graphic picture of
these characters, each driven by their own
voracious desire for money. We see Mosca,
Volpone's intelligent servant, a virtuoso of
deception himself, managing the entire plot
with exactness. The play is a collage of
intricate plots within plots, making it a rich
experience for the reader or viewer.

Jonson's writing style is readily recognizable.
His use of clever dialogue, cutting satire, and
graphic characterizations creates a dynamic
world. The play is imbued with lexical
dexterity, employing a spectrum of rhetorical
strategies, including metaphor, to amplify
both the comedic and serious aspects of the
narrative. This skill is further underscored by
his use of historical allusions and erudite
references, displaying his vast understanding
and ability as a writer.

Beyond its amusing elements, *Volpone*
offers a strong commentary on the flaws of
mankind. Greed, lust, and hypocrisy are laid
bare, exposing the social decay at the heart of
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Jacobean society. Jonson doesn't simply
denounce these vices; he exposes them with
a ironic humor that is both severe and
effective. The play's ending, while offering a
measure of poetic punishment, also hints at
the persistence of such behavior, suggesting a
pessimistic outlook on the prospect of true
social reform.

The impact of *Volpone* on subsequent
literary works is considerable. Its impact can
be seen in several plays, novels, and movies
that examine themes of deception, greed, and
the exploitation of power. The play's enduring
attraction lies in its potential to resonate with
audiences on a intense level, underlining the
timeless nature of human frailties and the
outcomes of unchecked aspiration.

Understanding the full text of *Volpone* is a
rewarding endeavor, offering insights into
Jacobean society, the masterful artistry of Ben
Jonson, and the enduring strength of satire. Its
complex characters, complex plot, and
provocative themes continue to engage
audiences and scholars alike. By closely
examining the nuances of the play's language,
imagery, and character development, one can
gain a more profound insight of Jonson's talent
and the timeless relevance of his work.
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q: What is the main theme of
*Volpone*?
A: The central theme is the corrosive
effect of greed and the lengths to which
people will go to acquire wealth and
power, exposing the hypocrisy and
moral decay prevalent in society.

Q: What makes Volpone such a
compelling character?
A: Volpone’s mastery of deception and
his ability to manipulate those around
him make him a fascinating, albeit
reprehensible, character. His intellect
and cunning are both admirable and
terrifying.

Q: How does Jonson use satire in
*Volpone*?
A: Jonson uses satire to expose the
follies and vices of his time, particularly
greed, lust, and hypocrisy, employing
wit, irony, and exaggerated characters
to achieve his comedic and critical
effect.

Q: What is the significance of the
play's ending?
A: The ending, while providing a form of
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justice, also underscores the persistence
of human failings and the difficulty of
achieving true moral reform, leaving a
somewhat cynical but thought-
provoking conclusion.
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