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Manual

Uniden  Bearcat  BC855XLT
Manual:  Your  Guide  to
Mastering the Scanner
The Uniden Bearcat BC855XLT is a popular multi-band
radio scanner, offering access to a wide range of
frequencies.  Understanding  its  capabilities  fully
requires  a  thorough  grasp  of  the  Uniden  Bearcat
BC855XLT  manual.  This  comprehensive  guide  delves
into  the  scanner's  features,  operation,  and
troubleshooting, equipping you to fully utilize its
potential.  We'll  cover  topics  like  BC855XLT
programming,  Uniden  Bearcat  BC855XLT  close  call
functionality,  and  efficiently  using  the  Uniden
Bearcat BC855XLT frequency list to customize your
listening experience. Let's dive in!

Understanding  the  Uniden  Bearcat
BC855XLT's Features
The Uniden Bearcat BC855XLT boasts a substantial set
of features designed for both novice and experienced
scanner enthusiasts. Its most significant advantage
lies in its wide frequency coverage, encompassing
VHF, UHF, and public safety bands. This allows you
to monitor various communications, including police,
fire, emergency medical services (EMS), and weather
broadcasts. Understanding these features is crucial,
and the Uniden Bearcat BC855XLT manual provides the
necessary instructions.

Multi-band Coverage: The scanner's ability to
cover  numerous  frequency  ranges  provides
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immense  flexibility.  You  can  program  it  to
monitor  specific  frequencies,  or  utilize  its
scan functions to cover a broader range. The
manual  explains  how  to  program  each  band
individually.

Close Call RF Capture: This innovative feature
automatically identifies and locks onto nearby
transmissions,  alerting  you  to  potential
activity you might otherwise miss. The Uniden
Bearcat BC855XLT manual details how to optimize
this feature for maximum effectiveness. This is
a critical aspect to master to make the most
out of your scanner's capabilities.

Programmable  Memory:  The  BC855XLT  provides
ample  memory  for  storing  your  favorite
frequencies  and  channels.  Organizing  your
frequencies  efficiently  is  key  to  quickly
accessing the information you need. The Uniden
Bearcat BC855XLT manual guides you through the
programming  process,  allowing  you  to  create
custom banks and channels. This is a crucial
element for managing a large frequency list.

Scan  Functions:  The  BC855XLT  offers  various
scan modes, such as priority scanning (where
specific  channels  are  given  preference)  and
band  scanning  (scanning  across  a  particular
frequency band). Mastering these functions is
key  to  efficient  monitoring.  Understanding
these functionalities is well explained within
the Uniden Bearcat BC855XLT manual.

Search Functionality: Easily find frequencies
with the built-in search functionality, making
programming  more  efficient  and  less  time
consuming. The manual provides detailed steps
on  how  to  effectively  utilize  the  search
function.

Using the Uniden Bearcat BC855XLT:
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A Step-by-Step Guide
Navigating the Uniden Bearcat BC855XLT effectively
hinges  on  understanding  its  controls  and  menu
system.  The  manual  provides  comprehensive
instructions, but here's a simplified overview:

1. Powering On and Initial Setup: The manual details
how to power on the scanner and initiate the basic
setup.  This  often  involves  setting  the  time  and
selecting your preferred language.

2. Programming Frequencies: This is often the most
involved  part  of  using  the  scanner.  The  manual
meticulously explains how to add frequencies, either
manually  or  by  importing  lists  from  a  computer.
Understanding  how  to  categorize  frequencies  into
banks  or  channels  is  crucial  for  efficient
monitoring.

3. Using Scan Functions: The manual details each
scan mode and how to adjust scan speed and other
parameters. You can even prioritize certain channels
to ensure you don't miss critical broadcasts.

4. Utilizing Close Call RF Capture: This feature
requires  a  deeper  understanding  explained  in  the
manual. It involves understanding how sensitivity
affects results and using the scanner's indicators
to find nearby transmissions.

5.  Troubleshooting:  The  manual  includes  a
troubleshooting section to aid in resolving common
issues such as poor reception or programming errors.

Advantages and Disadvantages of the
Uniden Bearcat BC855XLT
Like  any  device,  the  BC855XLT  possesses  both
strengths  and  weaknesses.

Advantages:

Extensive Frequency Coverage: Access to a wide
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range of frequencies makes it versatile.
Close  Call  Functionality:  A  valuable  feature
for discovering nearby transmissions.
Programmable  Memory:  Allows  for  personalized
channel and frequency banks.
Intuitive Interface (once mastered): The user
interface,  while  initially  complex,  becomes
intuitive with practice and a thorough reading
of the Uniden Bearcat BC855XLT manual.

Disadvantages:

Complex Initial Setup: The initial programming
process can be daunting for beginners.
Manual Required: The full functionality of the
scanner necessitates consulting the manual.
No GPS Integration: Unlike some newer models,
it lacks GPS functionality for location-based
alerts.

Optimizing  Your  Uniden  Bearcat
BC855XLT  Experience
To maximize the BC855XLT's potential, consider these
tips:

Read the Manual Thoroughly: This is paramount.
Don't skip sections; familiarize yourself with
every feature.
Organize  Your  Frequencies:  Creating  logical
banks and channels simplifies monitoring.
Experiment  with  Scan  Settings:  Adjust  scan
speed  and  other  settings  to  optimize  your
listening  experience.
Regularly  Update  Your  Frequency  Lists:
Frequency assignments can change, so keep your
database current.

Conclusion
The Uniden Bearcat BC855XLT offers a powerful and
versatile  scanning  experience.  However,  fully
realizing its potential requires careful study of
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the Uniden Bearcat BC855XLT manual. By understanding
its  features,  mastering  its  programming,  and
utilizing its advanced functions, you can unlock a
world  of  monitoring  possibilities.  Remember  to
prioritize organization and regularly review your
frequency  lists  to  keep  your  scanning  experience
efficient and effective.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
Q1: How do I program frequencies into the Uniden
Bearcat BC855XLT?

A1: The process is detailed in the Uniden Bearcat
BC855XLT manual. Generally, you'll need to enter the
frequency manually, one at a time, often using the
numeric  keypad  and  function  buttons.  The  manual
outlines  the  exact  steps  for  various  frequency
types. You might also be able to import frequency
lists using a computer and appropriate software, a
method also explained in the manual.

Q2: What does "Close Call" functionality mean?

A2: The Close Call feature automatically detects and
stores  nearby  radio  transmissions,  even  if  you
haven't  explicitly  programmed  them.  This  helps
discover hidden or unknown transmissions operating
near you. The manual explains how to adjust the
sensitivity  and  understand  the  indicator  lights
signaling  a  Close  Call  capture.

Q3: How do I update the firmware on my BC855XLT?

A3:  The  Uniden  Bearcat  BC855XLT  manual  should
outline any firmware update procedures if available.
Generally, firmware updates are less frequent for
older models, but check Uniden's support website for
any official updates.

Q4: My scanner is not receiving any signals. What
should I do?

A4: First, ensure the antenna is properly connected
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and functioning correctly. Check your power source.
Then,  consult  the  troubleshooting  section  of  the
Uniden Bearcat BC855XLT manual for guidance. Common
causes include poor antenna placement or incorrect
frequency programming.

Q5: Can I use the BC855XLT to monitor encrypted
communications?

A5:  No,  the  Uniden  Bearcat  BC855XLT,  like  most
scanners,  cannot  decode  encrypted  communications.
Many police and other agencies utilize encryption to
maintain the privacy of their transmissions.

Q6: What type of antenna is best for the BC855XLT?

A6: The best antenna depends on your location and
the  frequencies  you  intend  to  monitor.  A  high-
quality telescopic antenna is often sufficient, but
for optimal reception, consider a dedicated outdoor
antenna  tailored  to  the  specific  frequencies  of
interest.  Consult  the  manual  for  antenna
specifications  and  recommendations.

Q7:  How  do  I  reset  the  scanner  to  its  factory
settings?

A7: The Uniden Bearcat BC855XLT manual details the
exact procedure to factory reset the scanner. This
usually involves a combination of button presses or
a specific menu option. Be aware that this will
erase all programmed frequencies and settings.

Q8: Where can I find a replacement Uniden Bearcat
BC855XLT manual?

A8: You can often download a PDF version of the
manual from Uniden's official website. Search their
support  section  using  the  model  number.
Alternatively,  you  can  try  online  retailers  like
Amazon or eBay where some sellers may offer the
manual as a separate download or even a printed
copy.
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Decoding the Mysteries: A Deep Dive
into the Uniden Bearcat BC 855XLT
Manual
The Uniden Bearcat BC 855XLT is a high-performance
scanner, capable of monitoring a wide array of radio
frequencies. However, its capability is only fully
realized  with  a  complete  understanding  of  its
provided manual. This article serves as a detailed
guide,  analyzing  the  key  features  of  the  Uniden
Bearcat BC 855XLT manual and offering helpful tips
for maximizing your scanning experience.

The manual itself acts as your passport to mastering
the complexities of this sophisticated device. It's
not  just  a  assembly  of  specifications;  it's  a
guideline to efficiently using the scanner's many
functions. Think of it as the owner's manual – your
definitive source of truth regarding everything from
fundamental operation to complex programming.

The manual's structure is generally logical, often
commencing with basic instructions on setting up the
scanner  and  linking  it  to  a  power  source.  This
initial  section  typically  covers  vital  safety
precautions and a short overview of the receiver's
material  elements.  Visual  aids  like  diagrams  are
usually included, making it more straightforward to
identify each piece.

Moving beyond the basics, the manual dives into the
core  of  the  BC  855XLT's  capabilities:  frequency
programming. This is where the real power of the
scanner  is  revealed.  The  manual  explains  the
multiple  methods  for  inputting  frequencies,
including manual entry, using the supplied software,
and potentially through transferring frequency lists
from other locations. Understanding this section is
vital  for  efficiently  utilizing  the  scanner's
ability  to  track  specific  channels  or  frequency
bands.

The  BC  855XLT  manual  also  addresses  the  unit's
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sophisticated features, such as scanning methods,
seek functions, and recall options. Understanding
these  features  allows  for  tailored  listening
experiences,  permitting  you  to  concentrate  on
specific frequencies or types of transmissions. For
illustration,  you  can  program  the  scanner  to
instantly  skip  unwanted  frequencies,  or  to
prioritize  certain  channels  based  on  your
requirements.

Beyond the functional information, a thorough manual
often  offers  troubleshooting  tips  and  FAQs.  This
section is essential for rapidly addressing common
problems  without  needing  to  find  help  elsewhere.
Learning  to  effectively  use  this  section  can
conserve  you  significant  energy  and  disappointment.

In essence, the Uniden Bearcat BC 855XLT manual is
more than just a collection of instructions; it's an
vital tool that reveals the complete capability of
this versatile scanner. By thoroughly studying and
mastering the information within, you can convert
your  scanning  experience  from  a  challenging  task
into a satisfying pursuit.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. Q: Where can I find a digital copy of the Uniden
Bearcat BC 855XLT manual?

A: You can often find a downloadable PDF version on
the  Uniden  website's  support  section  or  through
reputable online retailers who sell the scanner.

2. Q: My scanner isn't picking up any signals. What
should I do?

A:  Consult  the  troubleshooting  section  of  the
manual.  Common  issues  include  improper  antenna
connection, incorrect frequency programming, or low
battery power.

3. Q: How do I program specific frequencies into my
BC 855XLT?
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A: The manual details various programming methods,
such as manual entry via the keypad or using the
optional software. Refer to the relevant chapter for
step-by-step instructions.

4. Q: Can I use the BC 855XLT to monitor weather
radio broadcasts?

A: Yes, provided you program the appropriate weather
radio  frequencies  found  in  your  local  area's
National Weather Service information. The manual may
have a section listing frequencies.

5. Q: What type of antenna is recommended for the BC
855XLT?

A: The best antenna will depend on your location and
the  frequencies  you  wish  to  monitor.  Check  the
manual for antenna specifications and suggestions
for optimal performance.
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