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1968 Evinrude 55 HP Service
Manual:  Your  Guide  to
Outboard  Maintenance
Owning  a  classic  1968  Evinrude  55  HP  outboard  motor  is  a
testament to a love of boating and vintage machinery. However,
keeping  this  powerful  engine  running  smoothly  requires
dedication and the right resources. This article serves as your
comprehensive guide to navigating the intricacies of the 1968
Evinrude 55 HP service manual, covering everything from its
essential features to troubleshooting common issues. We’ll also
explore related topics such as Evinrude parts, outboard motor
repair, and vintage outboard maintenance.

Understanding the  1968 Evinrude 55
HP Service Manual
The 1968 Evinrude 55 HP service manual is far more than just
a  collection  of  diagrams  and  technical  specifications.  It’s  your
bible for understanding the inner workings of this iconic outboard
motor.  This  manual,  often found online or  through specialized
vintage  boat  parts  suppliers,  provides  detailed  instructions,
diagrams,  and troubleshooting guides necessary for  successful
maintenance and repair. Think of it as the owner's manual on
steroids—a critical tool for keeping your engine in peak condition.

### Key Features and Content

A comprehensive 1968 Evinrude 55 HP service manual typically
includes:

Detailed  Exploded  Diagrams:  These  show  every
component  of  the  engine,  making  identification  and  part
ordering  easy.
Wiring  Diagrams:  Crucial  for  electrical  system
troubleshooting and repairs.
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Troubleshooting Guides: These help you diagnose and fix
common problems, saving time and money.
Specifications  and  Tolerances:  Provides  precise
measurements and adjustments for optimal performance.
Maintenance Schedules:  A  recommended schedule for
routine  maintenance  tasks,  ensuring  longevity  and
preventing  costly  repairs.
Parts Lists: Detailed lists of parts with their corresponding
numbers, facilitating ordering replacements.

Benefits of Using a Service Manual
Investing  time  and  effort  in  utilizing  the  1968 Evinrude 55  HP
service manual offers numerous advantages:

Extended Engine Lifespan: Regular maintenance, guided
by  the  manual,  significantly  extends  the  life  of  your
outboard.
Cost  Savings:  Preventing  major  issues  through  timely
maintenance avoids costly repairs down the line.
Improved Performance: Proper tuning and maintenance,
as detailed in the manual, optimize engine performance and
fuel efficiency.
Enhanced Safety:  Regular inspections and maintenance
ensure the engine operates safely and reliably.
Increased  Value:  A  well-maintained  vintage  outboard
motor retains its value significantly better than a neglected
one.

Utilizing Your Evinrude 55 HP Service
Manual: A Practical Approach
Successfully  using  your  service  manual  requires  a  systematic
approach. Don't jump in headfirst; instead, take your time, follow
the instructions carefully, and prioritize safety.

### Step-by-Step Maintenance

The manual typically outlines a schedule of regular maintenance
tasks, such as:

Spark Plug Replacement: This is a relatively simple task,
but following the manual's guidelines ensures correct gap
settings and proper installation.
Carburetor  Cleaning  and  Adjustment:  Crucial  for
optimal fuel delivery and engine performance. The manual
provides detailed instructions on disassembly, cleaning, and
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reassembly.
Lower Unit Lubrication: Regular lubrication of the lower
unit is essential for preventing premature wear and tear.
Impeller Inspection and Replacement: A worn impeller
can lead to overheating and damage, so regular inspection
and  replacement  (as  recommended  in  the  manual)  are
crucial.

### Troubleshooting with the Manual

When problems arise, your service manual is your best friend. It
provides detailed troubleshooting sections to guide you through
diagnosing and fixing common issues. For example, if your engine
is running rough, the manual might guide you through checking
spark  plugs,  carburetor  settings,  fuel  delivery,  and  even
compression.

Sourcing and Maintaining Your Manual
Finding a 1968 Evinrude 55 HP service manual might require
some  effort.  Online  marketplaces  like  eBay,  specialized  vintage
boat  parts  websites,  and  even  forums  dedicated  to  Evinrude
outboards are great places to start your search. Once obtained,
ensure you store it in a safe, dry place to protect it from damage.
Consider making digital copies as backups. Remember, protecting
this invaluable resource safeguards your engine's longevity.

FAQ:  Addressing  Common  Queries
About  Your  1968  Evinrude  55  HP
Q1: Where can I find a digital version of the 1968 Evinrude
55 HP service manual?

A1:  Digital  copies  can  be  challenging  to  find  officially.  However,
online  forums  dedicated  to  vintage  outboards  often  have
members who share scans or  links to downloadable PDFs.  Be
cautious  of  the  source  to  avoid  potentially  inaccurate  or
incomplete manuals.

Q2: What are the most common problems with a 1968
Evinrude 55 HP?

A2:  Common  issues  include  carburetor  problems  (clogging,
adjustment  issues),  ignition  system  malfunctions  (spark  plug
issues, faulty coils), and lower unit problems (worn impeller, seal
leaks). The service manual addresses these extensively.
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Q3: Can I perform all the maintenance myself, or should I
seek professional help?

A3: Many tasks are DIY-friendly if you have mechanical aptitude
and follow the manual precisely. However, more complex repairs,
such as  major  engine overhauls,  are  best  left  to  experienced
mechanics.

Q4: How often should I perform routine maintenance on
my 1968 Evinrude 55 HP?

A4:  The frequency of  maintenance is  outlined in  your  service
manual  but  generally  involves  pre-season checks,  post-season
winterization, and regular checks throughout the boating season.

Q5: What specialized tools do I need for maintaining my
1968 Evinrude 55 HP?

A5: Basic hand tools like wrenches, screwdrivers, and pliers are
usually  sufficient  for  routine  maintenance.  However,  some  tasks
might require specialized tools like a spark plug gap tool or a
compression gauge.

Q6:  Where  can  I  find  replacement  parts  for  my  1968
Evinrude  55  HP?

A6:  Several  online  retailers  and  vintage  boat  parts  suppliers
specialize  in  parts  for  older  Evinrude outboards.  Local  marine
repair shops might also be able to source parts. Always use OEM
(Original  Equipment Manufacturer)  parts whenever possible for
optimal performance and longevity.

Q7: Is it worth investing in a 1968 Evinrude 55 HP?

A7: A well-maintained 1968 Evinrude 55 HP can be a reliable and
rewarding engine. However, consider the potential for repair costs
and  the  availability  of  parts  before  purchasing.  The  initial
investment should be weighed against the long-term commitment
of maintaining a vintage outboard.

Q8:  What  are  the  key  differences  between  the  1968
Evinrude  55  HP  and  newer  models?

A8:  Newer  outboards  often  incorporate  advancements  in  fuel
injection, electronic ignition, and materials science, resulting in
enhanced efficiency, reliability, and reduced emissions. The 1968
model  relies  on  simpler,  mostly  mechanical  systems.  This
necessitates a deeper understanding of mechanical systems for
maintenance and repair.
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In conclusion, the 1968 Evinrude 55 HP service manual is an
indispensable resource for any owner. Understanding its contents
and employing a systematic approach to maintenance will ensure
your classic outboard remains a reliable and enjoyable part of
your  boating  experience  for  years  to  come.  Remember  to
prioritize  safety  and  seek  professional  help  when  needed  for
complex repairs. Happy boating!

Decoding the Mysteries: Your Guide to
the  1968  Evinrude  55  HP  Service
Manual
The roaring of a powerful outboard motor, the sun-kissed air on
your face, the exhilaration of gliding across the water – these are
the promises that a classic Evinrude outboard, like the 1968 55
HP  model,  can  fulfill.  But  keeping  this  powerful  piece  of
equipment running smoothly requires more than just gasoline and
a prayer.  It  necessitates a deep understanding, best accessed
through  the  essential  companion:  the  1968  Evinrude  55  HP
service manual.

This  article  will  examine  the  significance  of  this  indispensable
manual, highlighting its features and offering useful strategies for
utilizing its contents to keep your vintage Evinrude running at its
peak performance.

Understanding the Manual's Structure and Content

The 1968 Evinrude 55 HP service manual isn't just a collection of
diagrams; it's a detailed guide to the system of your outboard
motor. It's organized logically, typically commencing with general
safety  precautions  and  proceeding  with  more  detailed
procedures.  You'll  discover  parts  devoted  to:

Engine  Separation:  This  section  provides  step-by-step
instructions for deconstructing the engine, illustrating the
position of each piece and its purpose. Clear diagrams and
detailed descriptions make even intricate tasks doable.

Troubleshooting: A essential section dealing with frequent
engine  problems.  The  manual  will  direct  you  through  a
process of ruling out potential factors, leading you to the
precise identification and resolution. Think of it as a expert
mechanic lodged right beside you.

Parts Recognition:  A detailed parts  list  with diagrams,
enabling you to easily identify and order new parts when
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necessary. This prevents hours of aggravation and ensures
the use of proper components.

Maintenance Schedules: This section outlines a regular
maintenance program, including suggestions for tasks like
oiling, ignition coil replacement, and fuel system. Following
this  schedule  is  key  to  lengthening  the  engine's  life
expectancy.

Practical Applications and Implementation Strategies

The  usefulness  of  the  1968  Evinrude  55  HP  service  manual
extends beyond simple repair. It serves as a valuable educational
resource, allowing you to gain a deeper understanding of your
outboard motor's operation. This knowledge empowers you to:

Perform routine maintenance yourself: Save money on
expensive  mechanic  appointments  by  performing
fundamental  maintenance  yourself.

Troubleshoot  and  mend  problems  quickly  and
efficiently:  The manual helps you identify the malfunction
and repair it quickly, minimizing idle time.

Extend the life of your outboard motor: By adhering to
the recommended maintenance schedule, you considerably
extend the life of your engine.

Increase your technical skills: Working with the manual
and your engine develops your practical knowledge.

Appreciate the ingenuity of classic engineering: The
manual  unveils  the  intricate  design  and  accurate
engineering  behind  this  powerful  outboard.

Conclusion

The 1968 Evinrude 55 HP service manual is far more than just a
body of instructions; it's the secret to unlocking the capability of
your classic outboard. By understanding its information, you gain
the ability to keep your engine running smoothly, preserving you
both  money  and  effort.  Embrace  this  invaluable  resource,  and
enjoy  the  thrill  of  the  open  water  for  seasons  to  come.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q1:  Where  can  I  find  a  copy  of  the  1968  Evinrude  55  HP
service manual?

A1:  You can endeavor online retailers like eBay or specialized
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vintage  outboard  dealers.  You  might  also  find  digital  copies
available  for  purchase  online.

Q2: Is it difficult to use the manual?

A2: While it necessitates some practical knowledge, the manual is
generally well-written and easy to follow, making it approachable
to many individuals with a basic knowledge of mechanics.

Q3:  What if  I  encounter  a  problem not  covered in  the
manual?

A3: In this case, request help from online enthusiast groups, or
consider visiting a specialized marine mechanic with experience
in vintage Evinrudes.

Q4:  Are  there  any  subsidiary  resources  I  can  use  in
conjunction with the manual?

A4: Yes, many online forums and websites committed to vintage
Evinrudes provide valuable information, parts, and assistance.

Q5: Is it necessary to be a skilled technician to use this
manual?

A5:  No,  while  mechanical  skill  is  beneficial,  the  manual  is
designed to be comprehensible to enthusiastic owners willing to
learn and take on straightforward overhaul tasks. Safety should
always be the foremost priority.
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